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To the Honorable General Asseinbly of the State of Rhode Island: 

Gentlemen :— In accordance with the provisions of Section 6, 
Chapter 187, of the General Laws, I present the following report 
of the financial condition and operations of the several railroad 
corporations organized or doing business in this State, and such 
. other statistics and matters connected therewith as I trust will be 
of interest to all concerned. 

The returns of the several corporations are made, as required by 
law,' for the year ending on the 30th day of June, 1897. These 
returns will be found in full in the appendix to this report, to- 
gether with tables compiled therefrom, giving the more important 
statistics up to that date. 

As in previous years the general report covers the entire year 
from January 1st to December 31st, 1897. 

The general railroad business of the United States has shown 
an improvement over that of the previous year, and this improve- 
ment was largely in the last half of the year. The crops of cereals 
in the western and north-western States were the largest ever 
known, and the resources of the railroads have not been sufficient 
to provide speedy transmission of the same to tide-water. Nearly 
all of the large systems have shown a substantial advance in net 
earnings, and some roads that had previously passed their divi- 
dends have resumed their place among the dividend paying 
roads. 
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The improvement in passenger traffic has not been as marked 
as that of the freight departments, as it had suflfered much more 
from the general business depression which extended all over the 
land, but the earnings of the principal roads from passenger traffic 
for the closing six months of the year have shown an advance 
which leads to the belief that the turning-point has been reached, 
and that in the future the earnings from the carriage of passengers 
will be much more satisfactory than they have been for the few 
years last past. 

There is another factor which will have a very large place in 
determining the amount to be received from passenger depart- 
ments in the future, viz. : the warfare which has been commenced 
upon the ticket scalpers of the country. This movement is not 
confined to the railroads alone, but there has been united action 
among the merchants, manufacturers, and business men in all 
parts of the country against this evil, which it is expected will 
have so great an influence on the National Congress that it will 
pass stringent laws against the continuance of the system. Ten 
of the State Legislatures, including that of New York, have passed 
anti-scalping laws, and a bill for the prohibition of ticket scalping 
is now before Congress with a good prospect of its early passage. 
It is claimed that many thousands of dollars have been lost to the 
railroad companies by the issuance of fictitious, or forged, or ex- 
pired tickets, which by acids and stamps have been doctored so 
as to pass the inspection of gatemen and conductors. 

The total railway mileage of the United States is now 184,464 
miles. During 1897 there have been but 1,938 miles of new road 
constructed. The populous States of New York, Ohio, Massachu- 
setts, New Jersey, and Indiana have added but very little to their 
mileage, and even in the far West the practice of building railroads 
far in advance of the requirements of the population has almost 
ceased. 

The plan of consolidating parallel roads, and thus doing away 
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with a large portion of the operating expenses, has been success- 
fully tried in some cases, with the prospect of its adoption by 
other large roads. 

In the appendix will be found an abstract of statistics of the 
railways of the United States, furnished by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, also an interesting article by Hon. Lloyd 
Brice, upon " The Eailway Problem." 

A comparison is sometimes made between the railroads of this 
country and those of continental Europe, and travellers not in- 
frequently claim that the rates of fare are much lower on the 
continent of Europe than they are in this country. This is not 
true : the average rate of fare in the United States is 2*14 cents per 
mile ; in Belgium, 2*25 ; in Prussia, 2*99 ; in Austria, 2*05 ; in France, 
3*36. At the same time the rates paid for wages to engineers, fire- 
men, and conductors in the United States are more than double 
those paid in England, or in any of the European countries. 

The result of this apparently small difference in rates of fare is 
so surprising as hardly to be credited, and yet no less a personage 
than Hon. Alden Steere says : " if all the railroads in the United 
States collected the lowest rates of the European railways, our 
railroad companies would have received three Jiicndred and seventy 
million dollars more than they did receive in 1892." 

The question of governmental ownership and management of 
railroads still engages the attention of the most practical and 
scientific minds in all countries, and the statement is made, with 
many adherents, that in the United States the government should 
own and operate the railroads, telegraph and telephone lines, in 
the same manner that it carries on the postal business. During 
the year the National Council of Switzerland has voted, by a very 
large majority, to purchase all the railroads in that country, at an 
expense of over two hundred million dollars. 

The importance of the railroads of this country as an industrial 
factor is but lightly appreciated, except by those who have made 
an especial study of the problem. 
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The railroads of the United States employ about eight hundred 
thousand persons, whose wages amount to seven hundred and 
twenty -five million dollars annually. They expend for rails and 
ties thirty-three million dollars; for fences, posts and signs at 
crossings, three and one-half millions ; for advertising and print- 
ing, eight and one-half millions ; for repairs of locomotives and 
cars, over ninety millions ; for the building of new bridges, over 
fifteen millions, and immense sums for other objects. 

They give employment to thousands of men in the building of 
locomotives and cars and the furnishing of material and supplies, 
and whenever the railroad business is depressed all the other in- 
dustries connected therewith or incidental thereto must and do 
suffer in proportion. 

When all these facts and many more are taken into considera- 
tion, the vast importance of the railroad system to the general 
interests and welfare of the country will be the better understood, 
and the relations which should exist between the railroads , and 
the people will be defined in a clear and satisfactory manner. 

CONVENTION OF EAILKOAD COMMISSIONEES. 

The ninth annual convention of the Railroad Commissioners of 
th^ United States was held at St. Louis, Mo., on May 11th and 
12th. The Commissioners from nineteen States were in attend- 
ance, and a paper was presented by Hon. E. T. Jeffrey on " The 
People and their Railways ; " one by Hon. E. P. Wilson on the 
" Mutual obligations of Carriers and Shippers ;" one by Hon. H. S. 
Abbott, " Congi'ess should exercise its exclusive power of regulat- 
ing commerce." The subjects discussed by the Convention were 
"Uniform classification," "Railway statistics," "Powers, duties 
and actual work of State railroad commissioners," "Legisla- 
tion," " Safety appliances," and " Delays attendant upon enforcing 
orders of railroad commissioners by procedure in the courts." 

The next meeting of the Commissioners will be held with the 
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Interstate Commerce Commission, at Washington, on the second 
Tuesday in May, 1898. 

EASTEEN EAILEOAD COMMISSIONEES CLUB. 

Early in the year Hon. B. F. Chadbourne, chairman of the 
Board of Eailroad Commissioners of the State of Maine, proposed 
that the Commissioners from the New England States, New York 
and New Jersey, should form an association under the name of 
the Eastern Eailroad Commissioners Club, for the purpose of the 
mutual interchange of ideas upon thoroughly practical questions 
as applied to the several States represented, whose interests in 
railroad matters are so nearly identical. The first meeting was 
held at Portland, Maine, on the 27th of July. The Club was or- 
ganized and discussed several questions. Owing to sickness in 
my family I was unable to be present. 

A second meeting was held in Boston on the 15th of December. 
The New York, New Haven & Hartford E. E. placed the Air 
Brake Instruction Car of the Westinghouse Air Brake Co., at the 
disposal of the Commissioners, and the expert provided by the 
company to instruct the employees of the several railroads, gave 
a full and complete exposition of the different systems, explaining 
thoroughly the principles and methods of operation. In the even- 
ing the Club listened to a full explanation of the method of apply- 
ing electricity to street cars, and the proper construction of elec- 
tric street railways. . 

SUMMAEY OF STATISTICS. 

The number of steam rs^lroad corporations is the same as last 
year, viz. sixteen. There are, however, but six corporations that 
operate their own roads, the others having sold or leased their 
roads and property, and only remain as corporations because of 
the law and their own convenience. The roads in this State have 
been fairly prosperous, though the depressed state of business 
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was manifest in the smaller receipts from passengers and freight, 
especially for the first six months of the year. The last half of 
the year has shown quite an improvement, and it is probable that 
the coming year will prove much more advantageous in the mat- 
ter of increased receipts and increased profits. 

PROPERTY. 

The paid up capital stock of the roads is 198,409,275 ; miles of 
road owned and operated, 2,559+ ; miles of road in this State 
reckoned as single track, 503 +. The number of locomotives is 
916; passenger train cars, 1,850; freight cars, 16,115. 

As compared with last year's report these figures show an in- 
crease in capital stock of $756,500*00 ; increase in locomotives, 16 ; 
decrease of 23 in passenger train cars; decrease in freight cars, 
1,502 ; increase in single track in this State, 8 miles. 

The total property and assets of these corporations is reported 
as $177,356,752-83 which is $9,606,535-52 over and above the total 
amount of their funded and floating indebtedness and capital 
stock. This shows an increase of property and assets of $15,- 
147,887-71. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 

The funded debt of these corporations is $47,658,517*77; the 
floating debt is $21,682,424*54 ; total indebtedness, $69,340,942*31. 
A comparison with the figures of last year s report shows an in- 
crease in the funded debt of $2,429,217*77 ; an increase in the float- 
ing debt of $9,262,960*61 ; or an increase in the total indebtedness 
of $11,692,178*38. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The total receipts for the year from all sources were $38,586,- 
929*01 ; total expenditures, $33,000,774*66 ; net earnings, $5,586,- 
154*35. As compared with last year, these figures show a decrease 
in receipts of $2,256,373*79 ; a decrease in expenditures of $2,416,- 
097*08 ; and a decrease in net earnings of $244,322*32. 
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The receipts of the roads were made up as follows: frotn 
passenger departments, $17,730,417.02 ; from freight departments, 
$16,652,803*00 ; from express privileges, transportation of the mails, 
rents, and all other sources, $4,303,708*99. As compared with last 
year's report, these figures show a decrease in receipts from 
passenger departments of $515,199*68 ; from freight departments 
of $651,895*57 ; from miscellaneous sources, $1,089,291*54. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Dividends were paid by nine railroad corporations, of which 
seven were those that had- leased their lines, and the dividends 
were from rentals received. One of the leased roads, the Woon- 
socket & Pascoag paid no dividend, and the Providence & Spring- 
field reduced its dividend from 6 to 4 per cent. The Narragansett 
Pier road increased its dividend from 6 to 7 per cent. 

New York, New Haven & Hartford, 8 per cent. 

Providence & Worcester; 10 per cent. 

Pawtuxet Valley, 7 per cent. 

Old Colony, 7 per cent. 

Boston & Providence 10 per cent. 

Providence, Warren, and Bristol, 5 per cent, on both common 
and preferred stock. 

New England, no dividend. 

Rhode Island & Massachusetts, 5 per cent. 

Providence & Springfield, 4 per cent. 

Woonsocket & Pascoag, no dividend. 

Narragansett Pier, 7 per cent. 

Newport & Wickford R. R. & Steamboat Co., no dividend. 

Wood River Branch, no dividend. 

Moshassuck Valley, no dividend. 

The whole amount of dividends paid was $5,757,540*50. 

PASSENGERS CARRIED. 

The total number of passengers carried by all the roads was 
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48,929,602, or a decrease from last year of 3,635,580. Every road, 
except the Wood River Branch, reported a decrease in passengers. 

MERCHANDISE TRANSPORTED. 

The total number of tons of merchandise transported was 
13,576,319, or a decrease from last year of 796,820 tons. Every 
road reported a decrease in its freight business. 

RATES OF FARE. 

The rates of fare for local tickets vary from 1*99 cents per mile 
to 6*25 cents, which is the rate on one short road ; commutation 
tickets range from 6 mills to 2 cents per mile. 

PERSONS EMPLOYED. 

The total number of persons employed by the several roads in 
this State is 2,706 ; an increase over last year of 356. 

STATIONS. 

The reports show 136 regular stopping places for trains and 57 
flag stations. There are station buildings at 170 places, but many 
of these are merely sheds or shelters. 

The stations are generally kept in as good condition as is 
possible, considering the buildings and the surroundings. The 
grounds about many of them are well cared for, but very many of 
the station buildings need replacing with more modern edifices, 
and with better conveniences for the travelling public. 

At Warren, after so many years of delay, the hovel that has done 
duty and served for more than a generation has given place to a 
new building, which is nearly completed and will be occupied 
early in the Spring. This building is of buflf brick, 80 feet in 
length by 25 in width, with a platform shelter entirely around it. 
It is heated by steam, and has ample sanitary accommodations. 
There is a waiting room, 55 feet long by 25 feet wide ; a baggage 
room, 25 feet long by 11 J feet wide ; two toilet rooms each 11 feet 
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by 10 ; ticket office, etc. The waiting room is finished in ash, with 
marble drinking fountain, brick fire place, etc. 

The station buildings at Newport, on the Old Colony system, 
are old, inconvenient, and entirely unfit for the purpose for 
which they are used. The attention of the railroad officials has 
been repeatedly called to the urgent necessity for proper accom- 
modations in this flourishing city, but they have not yet found 
time to take the matter up and will not unless the people insist on 
something being done. 

The station building at Carolina Mills, on the Stonington divi- 
sion, is poorly suited for the increasing business at that station. 
It does not need an expensive brick building, in palatial style, but 
a building of wood, neatly designed, with suitable toilet accommo- 
dations, would be amply sufficient, and the total expense would be 
small. 

The new passenger station buildings at Providence were 
practically completed, with the exception of the train sheds, and 
ready for occupancy on the first day of November, 1897. The 
tracks were in readiness to commence business, but a controversy 
arose between the railroad company and the city officials in re- 
gard to the style of the train sheds, and the city authorities pro- 
cured a temporary induction from the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island, preventing the use of the new buildings for passenger 
traffic. The question of a permanent injunction has not been 
decided by the court. In the mean time the office building has 
been occupied. This building is 125 feet in length by 60 feet in 
width, four stories high on street front, and furnished vdth all 
modern conveniences, making it the best railroad office building 
in New England. All the offices of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., 
and also of the New England R. R. are in this building. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

The rolling stock of all the roads is in first class condition, and 
fully up to last year's standard. There was expended, as per re- 
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ports, the sum of $3,341,772*01 for new rolKng stock and repairs; 
this does not include the New England E. E., which kept no 
separate account of these items, but charged them to operating 
expenses. Of the 916 locomotives, all are equipped with driver 
brakes ; of the 1,850 passenger cars, all are supplied with auto- 
matic brakes, 1,554 having the quick acting pattern. Of the 16,115 
freight cars, 7,514 are furnished with automatic brakes, and 10,641 
with automatic couplers, as required by the act of Congress. All 
the new freight cars that have been put into service have both 
automatic brakes and couplers. 

The officials of some of the roads, notably the N. Y., N. H. & H. 
E. E., have evidently come to the conclusion that trains were made 
up with more cars than were actually required to seat the passen- 
gers, and as a consequence less cars have been attached to many 
of the trains. This has often deprived passengers of a seat be- 
tween th« cities of Providence and Pawtucket, and caused some 
inconvenience and much complaint ; but has made quite a saving 
to the road in the smaller cost for hauling cars, and also in the 
wear and tear of rolling stock. 

HEATING OF CARS. 

The number of passenger cars heated by direct steam from the 
locomotives is 1,326 ; by steam heaters, 358 ; by hot water, 2 ; none 
are reported in which stoves are in use. Since the last report the 
gain in cars heated by direct steam is 52. There is too little at- 
tention paid to the regulation of the temperature in the ordinary 
passenger cars. As cared for by some of the brakemen it varies 
in a single hour from torrid heat to arctic cold. It is no rare 
thing for a passenger to contract a severe cold while riding in 
the cars, simply because employees are either too ignorant or too 
negligent of their duties in this respect. This matter is worthy 
of more attention than it receives from the officials generally, 
though there are some exceptions. As a rule the parlor cars are 
cared for fairly well, and there is no reason why all passenger 
pars should not be made more comfortable than they too often 
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are in heating and ventilation. If a practice school was es- 
tablished on every road, and a capable instructor furnished, it is 
possible that the average brakeman might get some new ideas 
implanted in his mind in regard to these important particulars. 

BRIDGES. 

The number of bridges reported is 263 ; of these 21 are of stone, 
81 of iron, 148 of wood, and 3 combination. Two new iron bridges 
have been erected by the Narragansett Pier road, at an expense 
of $1,926. Three bridges on the N. Y., N. H. & H. E. E. have 
been replaced by new structures, capable of carrying the heavy 
engines and trains that are rendered necessary by the great in- 
crease in freight business on this road. 

The old bridge at India Point, it is understood, is to be replaced 
by a modern structure, but the plans are not yet prepared. The 
bridges are all in good condition. 

GRADE CEOSSINGS. . 

The whole number of highway crossings at grade is reported as 
240, or 6 less than last year. The number of crossings guarded 
by gates and gatemen is 71; by flagmen only, 88; by electric 
automatic bells, 9 ; leaving 72 crossings entirely unguarded. There 
are also reported, in addition to the above, 211 farm or private 
grade crossings. This is a reduction, as reported, of 41 from last 
year; the New England E. E. makes no report on this subject, 
either for its main or leased lines. 

At Warren, the grade crossing at Joyce street has been abol- 
ished, and the new station building put directly across it. The 
town council co-operated with the railroad authorities in the lay- 
out of a new street, by extending Eailroad avenue northerly to 
Child street, which is in and of itself a great improvement to the 
business community, besides doing away with one exceedingly 
dangerous crossing. The railroad company bought the land and 
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made four hundred feet of new street, which was completed in first 
class style. 

I have continued the policy which I adopted when the General 
Assembly enacted the law forbidding any new grade crossing un- 
less permitted by the Bailroad Commissioner, or by the Supreme 
Court upon appeal from his decision, and have refused all appli- 
cations to that eflfect. There may be cases where the circum- 
stances are such that a crossing of highway and railroad at grade 
is unavoidable, but I believe such cases are very rare. 

COMPLAINTS. 

There have been very many complaints made to me in regard 
to rates of fare for passengers and freight ; concerning alleged 
discriminations in such matters ; as regards the running of trains 
and accommodations at stations, etc. I have enquired into all such 
cases, have conferred with railroad officials, and in some cases 
have been able to arrange matters satisfactorily. The following 
correspondence will explain some of these complaints, although I 
have left blank the names of the parties for obvious reasons. 

On the 21st of March I received a letter from several wholesale 
grocery dealers, complaining of the discrimination against them by 
the New England K. E. in the matter of freight rates. I answered 
the letter as follows : 

State op Rhode Island, etc., 

Office of Railboad Commissioner, 

Pkovidence, R. I., March 22, 1897. 



Messrs.- 



Gentlemen: — Your favor, with enclosures relating to discrimination in tariff 

rates on freight between Webster, Mass., and Providence, and those between 

Boston and Webster, has been received. I will give the subject such attention 

as is possible, and if there is anything in my power to do in the matter will 

gladly do it. I have written President Clark in relation to it, and will advise you 

further after hearing from him. 

Truly yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Bailroad Commissioner. 
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On the same day I wrote President Clark as follows : 

State of Rhode Island, etc., 

Office of Railboad Commissioner, 

Providence, March 22, 1897. 
Hon. Cliarles P, Clark, President New England R. R. Go. 

Dear Sir : — My attention has been called by several of the wholesale grocers 
of Providence, to an alleged discrimination in freight rates on groceries between 
Providence, R. I., and Webster, Mass., and those from Boston, Mass., to Web- 
ster. The complaint is that the tariff on mixed groceries from Boston to Web- 
ster, a distance of 59 miles, is Scents per 100 lbs., while from Providence to 
Webster, via Plainfleld, a distance of 52 miles, the tariff is 14 cents per 100-lbs. 
Before discontinuing the use of the road from Pascoag to East Thompson the 
freight rates from Providence to Webster were the same as those from Boston 
to Webster, viz., 8 cents. This discrimination, it is claimed, works a hardship 
to the Providence merchants, who have heretofore had a large business with east- 
ern Connecticut and southern Massachusetts, and places them at a great disad- 
vantage. Will you kindly look into this matter and see if you cannot find some 
remedy for this discrimination and greatly oblige 

Yours, etc., 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

To this communication I received the following answer : 

The New England Railroad Co., 
Office of the President, 180 Summer St., Boston, Mass. 

New Haven, Conn., March 24, 1897. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, Providence^ R. I. 
Dear Sir : — Your communication of March 82d, in regard to complaint of 
wholesale grocers of Providence, of discrimination in freight rates on groceries 
between Providence, R. I., and Webster, Mass., and from Boston to Webster, 
has been received in the absence of the President, and referred to Mr. C. Peter 
Clark, General Manager, for investigation and report. 

Yours truly, 

J. G. PARKER, 

President's Secretai'yy 

On the 22d of May I received the following letter from the Gen- 
eral Manager of the New England R. R. : 
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The New England Railroad Company, 

Office of the General Manager, 

180 Summer St., Boston, May 22, 1897. 
E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Railroad Commissioner, State of Rhode Island, Prondence, R. I. 

Dear Sir :— Replying to your letter of March 22nd and subsequent corre- 
spondence, concerning alleged discrimination against Providence in the matter 
of groceries to Webster, Mass., as compared with the business from Boston, beg 
leave to state that after a thorough investigation the facts appear to be sub- 
stantially as follows : 

That the distance from Boston to Webster is 59 miles; from Providence to 
Webster via Plainfield, the shortest route owned by this company, is 63 miles, 
not 53 as you inadvertently state. 

There is a shorter mileage which I think you must have figured, via Valley 
Falls and Franklin, but the track from Providence to Valley Falls, as you are 
aware, is owned by the New Haven Road, and the toll collected by them on this 
class of business would leave us. Valley Falls to Webster, much less than the 
rate from Boston, so that the comparison as you have properly made is with the 
route via Plainfield. 

The custom of this company and the New Haven Road in the matter of 
groceries is rather more liberal than that provided for in the ofiScial classifica- 
tion, the rate from Providence to Webster as you state being 14 cents for 63 
miles. This compares with the second class rate over the New Haven Road, 
from Providence to Boston, 44 miles, of 12 cents ; or to Poquonock, 58 miles, 17 
cents ; so that the rate seems to be consistent, except by comparison with the 
charge from Boston for which this company is not responsible. 

This is one of the cases frequently found, where rates not in th^imselvcs re- 
munerative are forced upon carriers by a competing line, as by the Boston & 
Albany R. R., in this case. As we cannot ignore the competition of the Boston 
& Albany R. R., between Boston and Webster without losing substantially five 
times the amount of money received from business between Providence and 
Webster, and in view of the fact that even that action- would not assist the 
Providence merchants in reaching the market at Webster, we can but feel that 
we sympathize in the unfortunate conditions that exist, and that the rates 
between Providence and Webster are in themselves reasonable, and will be so 
found upon comparison with the rates over neighboring railroads for similar 
distances, and between points offering a similar amount of tonnage. 

Regretting the delay in making this reply, I am. 

Very truly yours, 

C. PETER CLARK, 

General Manager. 
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This letter I forwarded to the parties interested, and received 
from them the f oDowing reply : 

Providence, R. I., June 1, 189t. 
Hon. E. L. FREsifAN, 

Railroad Commissioner, 

Dear Sir : — We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, enclosing letter 

from the New England R. R. Co. in regard to freights. In reply will say, that 

the distance from Proyidence to Webster, via Plainfield, was given the writer 

by the agent of the railroad in Providence, who took it from the railroad- official 

distance. As we look at it this city is bottled up by the N. Y. , N. H. & H. 

R. R., and while they have the power to relieve Providence, they will probably 

do as they see fit, and all Providence can do is to sit down and do the best they 

can. We return you the letter. Thanking you for your trouble in the matter, 

we are. 

Yours very truly. 

On the 15th of August I received the following letter in regard 
to laying out street in Newport : 

Newport, R. I., August 10, 1897. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, Central Falls, R. T. 
Dear Sir : — Some time ago the city of Newport appointed Mr. J. Truman 
Burdick, Mr. A. E. Quinn, and myself, as a commission to lay out a street in 
continuation of Van Zandt avenue, in the northern part of the city. This in- 
volves crossing the Old Colony R. R. tracks. We communicated with them, 
asking what kind of bridge they would require and what they would do in 
the matter, and though they said they would give us an answer, we have been 
unable, after repeated attempts, to get anything from them. What is now the 
proper way for us to proceed ? I have been directed to state the matter to you 

and ask your advice. 

Yours very truly, 

WM. P. BUFFUM. 
I answered this letter as follows : 

Camden, Me., August 15, 1897. 
Wm. p. Buppum, Esq., 

Chairman Committee. 
Dear Sir : — Your favor of 10th inst. has been forwarded to me. Without 
knowing the circumstAnces more in detail, I can hardly venture to advise. 
President Clark of the Consolidated is in Europe, which, perhaps, may account 
8 
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for the delay in answering your communication, as the other officers would 
probably not feel like making any promises oa account of road. The road bed 
of course is private property, and their consent would be necessary before you 
could go upon it. I should think, however, that they would gladly co-operate 
in any scheme for crossing by a bridge either overhead or underneath. Cross- 
ing at grade is not anticipated as it would be contrary to the General Statutes. 
When I get home from vacation, if the matter is not settled previously, I will 
see the authorities, and do all I can to expedite matters. You are aware that 
the poviCT of the Railroad Commissioner in our State is very limited. Perhaps it 
would not be prejudicial to the interests of the public if it were enlarged. 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Gommisaioner, 

On the 16th of September I received the following letter : 

League of American Wheelmen, 

Rhode Island Division, 

Office of Geo. L. Cooke, Chief Consul, 

[Ghairman of Rights and Privileges Committee.] 

Providence, R. I., September 16, 1897. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

Dear Sir : — I desire to call your attention to a case of illegal practice on the • 
part of the Narragansett Pier R. R. One of the judges of our supreme court, 
when returning from the Pier recently with his wife, was forced to pay excess 
baggage charges on a wheel and trunk, which he had with him, in this way : 
They have a printed circular to employees requiring the latter to take bicycles 
as weighing 100 lbs. each : the judge's wheel was not weighed, but was set 
down as 100 lbs., despite his protests, then his trunk was weighed, and the 
weight of the latter added to 100 lbs., caused an excess of weight over 150 lbs., 
which is the limit under their rules for a single passenger, and he was com- 
pelled to pay the excess. 

This rule of the railroad, placing a fictitious weight upon bicycles, is clearly 

in contravention of Chapter 345 of the Public Laws, R. I. Bicycles are deemed 

to be baggage within the meaning of that amendment to Section 9, Chapter 187» 

wherein the limit is placed at 80 lbs. , free of charge. The railroad must treat 

a bicycle as personal baggage and carry it by actual weight. They have no right 

to treat it as weighing 100, or 200 lbs. I trust that you will notify the railroad 

corporation to this effect, 

And oblige, yours very truly, • 

OEO, L. COOKE, C. C. 
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I answered the communicatioii as follows : 

State op Rhode Island, etc., 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 17, 1897. 

George L. Cooke, Esq. , Chief Consul : 

Dear Sir : — Your favor of 16th inst., containing complaint of illegal practice 
on the part of the Narragansett Pier R. R. Co. in its transportation of bicycles, 
has been received. I have this day written to the company asking for an ex- 
planation. It is needless for me to say that anything I can do to right any wrong 
practiced by that or any other railroad company, will be cheerfully and promptly 
done. Unfortunately, the powers given to the Railroad Commissioner in this State 
are very limited. I have sometimes thought that the safety, convenience, and 
welfare of the public might be more fully assured, if that official should be 
given additional authority in these matters. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner, 

The same day I wrote to the Superintendent of the Narragan- 
sett Pier E. R. Co., as below, but the officials of that road 
evidently were aware that I had no authoritj^ in such a matter, as 
I have not received any answer to the communication : 

State o» Rhode Island, etc., 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 17, 1897. 

George T. Lanphear, Esq., 

Superintendent Narragansett Pier R. R. Co. 

Dear Sir: — A complaint has been made to me of ''illegal practice" on the 
part of the Narragansett Pier R. R. Co. in its carrying of bicycles, and as a 
matter of fairness I wish to hear your side of the case before reporting to the 
General Assembly. The claim is that you have an arbitrary rule by which all 
bicycles offered for transportation are rated as weighing 100 lbs. each, without 
regard to their actual weight, and that then you charge for them as extra or 
excess baggage over the 80 lbs. of personal baggage allowed each passenger by 
law. The complaint is that by reckoning a bicycle as 100 lbs. you evade the 
law, and one case in which it was done has been specified. Will you please 
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explain this matter and oblige. I would also remind you that the return of 
your road due September 1st has not been received. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Gommienoner, 

On the 11th of December, 1897, 1 received the following com- 
plaint from a wholesale firm of Providence : 

Providence, R. I., Dec. 11, 1897. 

Hon E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, 

Dear Sir : — The New york, New Haven i& Hartford R. R. Co. are charging 
all passengers trayelling to New London and beyond on mileage books, an extra 
mile. This is admitted by the local officials. To each individual this is so small 
a matter that it is not worth while to do anything about it. There are also seri- 
ous delays in the freight service in and out of Providence, which the local offi- 
cials have no power to remedy. If you think you have any power in these 
matters, I would be glad to furnish you with faets. 

Yours very truly, 



I replied as follows : 



State of Rhode Island, etc.. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, Dec. 13, 1897. 
•Esq. 



Dear Sir : — Your favor of the 11th instant received. I would examine your 
complaints in the matter of N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., referred to by you, but 
the laws of Rhode Island give the Railroad Commissioner but very little power, 
and none in such cases as yours. I can only report the matter to the General 
Assembly, which alone has any power in regard to rates of passenger fare, or 
freight matters. 

Very respectfully yours, 

e. l. freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, 
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ACCIDENTS. 

The returns made by the several companies for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1897, show that in this State there were no passengers 
killed and only 6 injured ; that 2 employees were killed and 45 
injured ; that 13 trespassers or persons walking on or crossing the 
tracks or stealing rides on freight trains were killed, and 22 in- 
jured ; that at grade crossings there were 4 persons injured. 

As compared with returns of previous years, these figures show 
that the number of passengers injured was 2 more ; that the num- 
ber of employees killed was 7 less ; that the number of employees 
injured was 2 less ; the number of persons killed while walking on 
or crossing the track, etc., was the same, and the number injured 
was 12 more ; that the number of persons killed at grade crossings 
was 1 less, and the number injured 3 more. To sum up, there 
were 15 deaths, and 77 cases of injury, more or less severe. 

Accidents during the Year 1897. 

The following detailed statement gives all the accidents that have 
been reported to me by the officials of the several steam roads, as 
having occurred in this State during the year 1897 : 

There were 79 accidents, in which 94 persons were killed or in- 
jured. There were 22 deaths resulting from these accidents. Of 
the cases where death ensued 17 were trespassers, 12 of whom 
were walking on or crossing the track, 3 were stealing ride on 
freight cars, 1 was asleep in car and killed by collision, and 1 rid- 
ing bicycle on track ; 5 were employees. Of the 5 employees that 
were killed, 3 were on track, 1 was struck by overhead bridge, 1 
fell from moving car. 

Of the persons injured, 38 were employees : of these 15 were in- 
jured while coupling cars, 7 by falling from moving freight cars, 
5 by getting on moving train, 3 by derailment of car, 4 by col- 
lision of passenger train, 2 while building bridge, 1 struck by 
engine, 1 thrown through window. Seventeen passengers were 
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injured : 7 by derailment of car, 6 by collision, 3 by falling from 
car, 1 by trying to get on moving car, 1 by thrusting hand through 
glass of window in car. Seventeen trespassers were injured : 6 
while walking on tracks, 6 at grade crossings, 2 stealing ride on 
freight trains, 2 playing on track, 1 by falling from moving car. 

As compared with last year's report the number of passengers 
killed was 3 less, of passengers injured, 10 more. The number of 
employees killed was 6 less, the number injured was 2 less ; the 
number of trespassers killed was 6 less, and the same number in- 
jured. There was 1 more person killed at grade crossing, and 4 
more injured. 

It is worthy of notice that there were no passengers killed, and 
of those injured three were so injured through their own careless- 
ness ; that all the persons injured at grade crossings, were them- 
selves at fault, as in every case but one the gates were down, and 
in the other case the crossing tender was in his place with flag 
and was run over and severely injured by the persons who per- 
sisted in driving across the track, notwithstanding his warning. 

Jan. 1. Edward Carney, freight brakeman on train 299, Ston- 
ington Division, was found on the road-bed at the Orchard bridge 
north of Slocumville station. His skull was fractured. It is 
probable that he was struck by the bridge. 

Jan. 9. Passenger train 122, of the Stonington Division, came in 
collision with switch engine 131, New England E. E., in freight 
yard in Providence. The accident occurred by reason of a mis- 
placed switch, which was set for N. E. engine to go in the yard. 
The engineer of 122 claimed that the distance signal was set at 
safety and that the home signal was in the same position until he 
was about opposite to it, when it was thrown to danger. On the 
N. E. engine the engineer, William Fitch, was hurt on the head 
and leg. On the passenger engine Frank Work, fireman, F. E. 
Ware, brakeman, and O. A. Miner, were all injured more or less 
severely, but not seriously. None of the passengers were in- 
jured. 
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Jan, 11, Oman F. Wood, freight brakeman on the Worcester 
Division, while coupKng cars at India Point station, had his left 
hand caught and thumb broken. 

Jan, 12. Ames H. Hobart, a resident of Wickford, while walk- 
ing on the tracks of the Stonington Division, near East Greenwich 
station, was struck by north-bound passenger train and instantly 
killed. 

Jan, 12, Joshua Brinton, of Pawtucket, attempted to cross the 
track of the Providence Division at the grade crossing at the 
depot at Central Falls, but was struck by the engine of passenger 
train 246, thrown quite a distance, and picked up in an uncon- 
scious condition, but escaped with severe bruises. The gates 
were down at the time, but the south-bound local train was 
stopped on the other track, and he tried to reach it by crossing in 
front of the north-bound train. 

Jan, 28, When train No. 10, on the N. E. K. E.., was leaving 
Manton, the horse of William Congdon, of Manton, became 
frightened and ran across the track in front of the train. The 
wagon was struck by the pilot and Mr. Congdon thrown out and 
his face considerably bruised. 

Jan, 26, Michael McDermott, freight brakeman on Worcester 
Division, while coupling cars near East Providence station, had 
his left hand caught and jammed. 

Jan, 29, P. E. Easterbrooks, an employee of the N. T., N. H. & 
H. El. E.., while at work on the new bridge across the Blackstone 
river at Central Falls, received a compound fracture of the left leg 
below the knee. The accident was caused by the falling of a piece 
of the iron work. He was taken to the E.. I. Hospital. 

J^eb, 18, Fred. Henderson, an employee of the Boston Bridge 
Works, who was at work on new bridge of the Providence Divi- 
sion at Central Falls, lost his footing and fell backward off one of 
the piers to the ground. He was taken to the E. I. Hospital, 
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where it was found that his skull was fractured and he had re- 
ceived internal injuries. 

Feh, 23, Edward Desmond, Patrick Wrenn, Timothy Crowley, 
and William Walsh, employees of the Merchants & Miners Trans- 
portation Co., while in a car unloading goods on the dock of the 
company, at India Point, Providence, were injured by the colli- 
sion of cars which were being switched to the wharf by switch 
engine No. 789, Worcester Division. The brakeman failed to hold 
the cars, and they came crashing into the cars on the wharf. Des- 
mond had both knee caps cut, and left arm bruised ; Wrenn, both 
ankles cut ; Crowley, head badly cut ; Walsh, hip bruised. 

Mar eh 2. James Hall, yard conductor at India Point, was 
standing on the top of freight car when switcher 821 started the 
train. He lost his balance and fell to the ground, breaking his 
left leg between the knee and ankle. He was taken to the Bhode 
Island Hospital, and discharged March 29, improved. 

March 10, Elisha J. HoUoway, of Carolina, while walking on 
the tracks of the Stonington Division near Shannock station, was 
struck by south-bound passenger train No. 17, and instantly killed. 
In trying to avoid an approaching freight train he stepped directly 
in front of the engine of the passenger train. 

March 10, John Murphy, of Providence, attempted to climb on 
car of moving freight train 471, Stonington Division, near Acorn 
street, to steal a ride. He grabbed a side ladder, but slipped and 
fell under the wheels and was instantly killed. 

March 26, Alexander Bombardie, of Hamilton, while riding a 
bicycle on the tracks of the Stonington Division near Potowomut 
station, was struck by passenger train 220, knocked down the em- 
bankment and killed almost instantly. A companion escaped. 

April 19, The body of a colored man, afterwards identified as 
that of Stephen Elliott of DrownviUe, was found on the tracks of 
the Worcester Division about one mile north of Eiverside station. 
He was probably struck and killed by train No. 1,867. 
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April 21. John V. Jouph, brakeman on the Stonington Divi- 
sion, while coupling cars near Auburn^ station had his left hand 
caught and smashed. 

April 21. E. M, Beardon, freight brakeman on the Stonington 
Division, while coupling cars near Kingston station had his right 
hand caught and little finger crushed. 

April 23. B. F. Greene, a switchman at Kingston station, while 
coupling cars had his right hand caught and first finger lacerated. 

April 23. J. McCloskey, yard brakeman on the N. E. E. B., 
while on side ladder of freight car was struck by side of car on 
another track and thrown to the ground, injuring hips and back. 
He was taken to the Rhode Island Hospital and discharged May 
6, improved. 

April 30. Michael J. Hogan, freight brakeman on train 474, 
Stonington Division, while coupling cars at Westerly station had 
his right hand caught and little finger broken. 

May 5. James Card, yard conductor, switcher 818, Worcester 
Division, while coupling cars at India Point had his right hand 
caught, and the ends of the two middle fingers crushed. 

May 8. J. J. Lyon, brakeman on freight train 471, Stonington 
Division, fell from top of car near Pocasset station and had his 
wrist broken and back wrenched. He was taken to the Emer- 
gency Hospital of the company at Providence. 

May 22. While train No. 126, N. E. R. R., was stopped at 
Cranston, Hilda Dunham, 3 years old, who was playing with her 
brothers near by, crawled upon the track just as the cars started, 
and had three toes crushed by the wheels. 

May 27. Clarence G. Thayer, of Woonsocket, a passenger on 
train 1,702, Worcester Division from Providence to Woonsocket, 
refused to leave the car at Woonsocket, ancj was carried to Black- 
stone. Here he was put off the train, but resisted and fell to the 
station platform, and his left ankle was broken. He was intoxi- 
cated. 
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May SI, Mrs. Margaret Carlin, of Pawtucket, got upon train 
1,692, Worcester Division, at Providence, and when the train 
started she went out on the rear platform of the rear car, and was 
pitched head-foremost over the chain to the ground, striking on 
her head. She was picked up unconscious and taken to the Emer- 
gency Hospital. 

June 5. Grochino Gradagnolia was walking on the tracks of 
the Worcester Division at Clinton street bridge, Woonsocket, and 
was struck by north-bound train 1,672, and knocked to the street 
below. His right leg was broken and he received other injuries. 
He was taken to the Woonsocket Hospital. 

June 7. James Fahay, residence unknown, walked into the pit 
at the Woonsocket engine house of the N. E. R. R., and broke his 
right leg at the knee. He was taken to the Woonsocket Hospital. 

June 19. Adelbert W. Clark, engineer in the employ of the 
N. E. R. R., was standing by the side of his engine and gave or- 
ders to the fireman to start it ; he did so, but Clark forgot to move 
his hand which was on the main rod of the engine, and it was 
caught between the rod and the guide yoke and severely jammed. 
He was taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

July 5. Angelo Borelli, of Providence, seven years old, at- 
tempted to cross the tracks of the Stonington Division at Acorn 
street crossing, but was struck by train No. 700, and injured so se- 
verely that he died in a few moments. The gates were down at 
the time. 

July 6. Eugene Moran, of Central Falls, was walking on the 
tracks of the Worcester Division a little north of the Boston 
switch and was struck by train No. 2,163, knocked down and run 
over. His left leg was crushed so that it was necessary to ampu- 
tate it, which was done at the Emergency Hospital, Providence. 

July 8. The south-bound freight train No, 328, Stonington 
Division, struck and instantly killed a man who was walking on the 
tracks south of Niantic, He was not identified, but was probably 
a tramp, 
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Jtdy IS, Patrick Brennan, watchman in Branch bridge freight 
yard, Provideuce, was crossing the tracks in the yard and was 
struck by the locomotive of extra 3,349, Stonington Division, and 
run over; his left arm and leg were cut off. He was taken to 
the Emergency Hospital, Providence, where he died id a short 
time. 

August 1, George Morse, of Brockton, Mass., attempted to get 
off from moving freight train No. 319, Worcester Division, near 
the station in Providence, but fell under the cars, and his left leg 
was crushed below the knee. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital, 
where the leg was amputated, and he was discharged Oct. 30, 
cured. He was a tramp and was stealing a ride. 

August 2. Giovanni Galloupe, of Providence, was walking on 
the tracks of the Stonington Division, near Atwell's avenue sta- 
tion, when he was struck by passenger train No. 190, and instantly 
kiUed. 

August 5. John Campolin, of Taunton, Mass., was found on the 
tracks of the Providence Division, near Mineral Spring avenue 
bridge, Pawtucket, in an intoxicated and badly injured condition. 
His head was bruised and cut and left ear torn. He had been 
walking on the tracks and had been struck by some train. 

August 5. Patrick Gorman, of Boston, while walking on the 
tracks of the Providence Division, near Branch avenue bridge. 
Providence, was struck by passenger train No. 346. He was 
picked up in an unconscious condition and taken to the B. I. Hos- 
pital, where he was treated and discharged, Aug. 14, cured. 

August 27. Michael J. Welch, brakeman, attempted to get on 
moving work train No. 271, Providence Division, but tripped over 
a pile of coal and fell. Two wheels of car passed over his right 
foot, crushing it. 

August 27. William Fitz, probably of Elizabeth, N. J., while 
walking on the tracks of the Providence Division, near Smithfield 
avenue bridge, was struck by train 190, and instantly killed. 
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Auff^ist SO. Daniel Parkhurst, a freight brakeman on the N. E. 
Br. B., while coupling cars had his left hand caught and thumb 
fractured. 

Sept S. The dead body of a man was found on the tracks of 
the Stonington Division, near Wood river junction. He had 
probably been stealing ride on freight train and fallen from car. 
The body was not identified. 

Sept. 7. J. P. Andrew, seven years old, while playing on freight 
cars on siding at Central Falls, lost his footing and fell from car. 
One leg and one arm were broken. 

Sept. 7. Alexander Frank and P. C. Cameron, of Providence, 
attempted to drive a team across a grade crossing of the Worces- 
ter Division, near Darlington station, Pawtucket, as passenger 
train No. 2,062 was approaching. The crossing-tender was in his 
proper place, but they drove over him, and the wagon was struck 
by the train. Frank had his left leg sprained ^nd right hand cut ; 
Cameron had his right hip sprained. The crossing-tender did not 
escape as well, for his arm and shoulder were hurt and head cut, 
and he was taken to the Hospital in an ambulance. 

Sept. 10. Henry A. Crowley, a brakeman of the Providence 
Division, who was acting as switchman in the Branch avenue 
freight yard, attempted to get on the foot-board of moving engine, 
but slipped and fell partially under the engine, and his right foot 
was badly crushed. He was sent to the Emergency Hospital, 
Providence. 

. Sept. 16. F. F. Ware, brakeman on the Worcester Division, 
attempted to get on board moving engine of freight train No. 
2,133, but slipped and fell partially under engine, and his right 
foot was crushed. He was taken to the Emergencj'^ Hospital and 
part of foot amputated. 

Sept 17. Joseph Lamont, of South Providence, while walking 
on the tracks of the Stonington Division, near Boger Williams 
Park, was struck by outward-bound freight train. No. 201, and 
instantly killed. 
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Sept 17. James Barry, freight brakeman, Worcester Division, 
attempted to get on board moving freight train at Wilkesbarre 
Pier, East Providence, but fell and a coal dump passed over both 
legs, which were braised and crashed severely. He was taken 
to the Emergency Hospital, Providence. 

Sept 18. Michael Dunn, of New York, attempted to get on 
moving freight train of the Providence Division at Branch avenue 
bridge, for the purpose of stealing a ride, but fell under cars and 
was run over. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital where his left 
leg was amputated. 

Sept 22, F. Churchill, freight brakeman on the Worcester 
Division, while coupKng cars near Lonsdale station, had his right 
hand caught and thumb and first finger crushed. 

Sept 28. Herbert Parkhurst, of Quidnick, attempted to get on 
passenger train No. 4, N. E. E. E., after it had started from the 
station at Natick, but fell under car, and his left leg was crushed 
below the knee. He was taken to the E. I. Hospital. 

Sept SO. Patrick Hurley, freight brakeman on the Worcester 
Division, fell from top of freight car, injuring his head quite 
severely. He was taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Oct 3, Warwick Branch passenger train No. 646 collided with 
passenger train 623, Stonington Division, at Warwick station. 
James Lyman, passenger on 646, was badly shaken up and bruised, 
but no bones were broken. Train 623 was at a standstill waiting 
for 646, which was to meet it at the station. The engineer of 646 
neglected to stop his train in season to prevent collision. 

Oct 10. Switching engine 361, Providence Division, was back- 
ing coal dumps upon the trestle at Charles street. Providence, 
when some six of the dumps were derailed. J. W. McGregor, one 
of the brakemen, was thrown to the ground, had his left arm 
broken and was otherwise injured. He was taken to the E. I. 
Hospital. 
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Oct 11. The Shore line Express, No. 32, Providence Division, 
struck a wagon on the Dexter street grade crossing at Pawtucket ; 
the wagon was tipped over, and the driver, Albert A. Winchester, 
thrown out, but he escaped with some bruises and sprains. The 
gate-tender claims that he shut the gates and took his lantern to 
signal the train; Winchester claims that the gates were op3n. 
Either Winchester's horse lifted the gates, as has sometime oc- 
curred, or some person without authority did so. 

Oct 13, M. J. Kelley, brakeman on extra freight 236, Provi- 
dence Division, while coupling cars near Pawtucket station, had 
his right hand caught and crushed, 

Oct 15, An unknown man was found dead on a lumber car in 
the freight yard at Pawtucket, Shifting engine 394, Providence 
Division, backed some cars upon a siding where a lumber car was 
standing ; after the cars struck the car a groan was heard, and the 
body of a young man was found wedged in between the lumber 
and the end of the car. He had laid down to sleep, and when the 
cars came together the shock drove the lumber against him with 
fatal result. 

Oct 16. John V. O'Brien, yard brakeman, attempted to climb 
on train 126, Providence Division, while it was in motion, near 
Smith street bridge. Providence, but slipped and fell under the 
wheels, and both legs were crushed belpw the knee. He was 
taken to the Emergency Hospital, wherQ both legs were amputa* 
ted by Dr. Ecclestone. 

Oct 21. The body of Meddie Johnston, of East Providence, 
was found on the tracks of the Worcester Division, between Bar- 
rington and Hamden Meadows. He had been struck and in- 
stantly killed by freight train 333. 

Oct 22, James Fay, freight handler at Woonsocket, while at- 
tempting to get out of the way of a train, had his hand struck by 
the engine of train No. 2,125, Worcester Division, and a bone 
broken. 
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Oct, 27. Michael Moriarty, a section hand of the Taunton Divi- 
sion, was working on track near station afr Newport, and attempted 
to cross the track on which train was backing towards him, but 
was run over and killed. 

Nov. 1. Henry Thompson, of Providence, while walking on the 
tracks of the Stonington Division, near Elmwood station, was 
struck by passenger train No. 2, and instantly killed. 

Nov. S. William Bod well, of Central Falls, yard brakeman, 
while coupling cars at Pawtucket freight yard, had his left hand 
caught and crushed so that amputation of the second finger was 
necessary. 

JVov. 10. Charles H. Bigelow, brakeman on train 125, N. E, 
K. K., slipped and fell from the steps of the tender, near Summit. 
His left leg was broken and left hand injured. He was taken to 
the R. I. Hospital and discharged Dec. 4, improved. 

Nov. 12. Joseph Clautier, of Providence, yard brakeman on 
the N. E. R. R., while riding on car in freight yard at Providence, 
lost his balance and fell. He was run over and killed instantly. 

Nov. 13. Patrick Keman, of Pawtucket, attempted to cross the 
tracks at Pawtucket station, in front of freight train 2,133, Wor- 
cester Division, but was struck by the cylinder head of the 
engine, knocked under the train, run over and instantly killed. 
The train was moving very slowly at the time. 

Nov. 16. ' E. W. Arnold, freight conductor on train 2,046, Wor- 
cester Division, while coupling cars near Albion, had his left hand 
caught and two fingers were crushed, requiring amputation. 

Nov. 16. Antoine Hebert, of Woonsocket, was walking on the 
tracks of the Worcester Division, near Albion, and was struck by 
the engine of passenger train No. 2,049, and knocked into the 
trench by the side of the river. He was seriously injured. 

Nov. 17. Edward Fanning, seven years old, while playing on 



32 BEPOBT OF RAILROAD GOMMISSIONER. 

the tracks of the Worcester Division at Valley Falls, ran into the 
comer of the tender of engine 396. His shoulder and arm were 
badly bruised, and there was a cut over the eye and a scalp 
wound. 

Nov. 2S, Henry A. Crowley, yard switchman, Providence Divi- 
sion, while coupling cars in the yard at Providence, had his right 
hand caught and the bones of the third finger broken. 

Nov, 26, Henry Martin, while walking across the tracks of the 
Worcester Division, at the Foundry street grade crossing, was 
struck by the engine of passenger train 2,134, and instantly killed. 
The gates were down and the engineer blew the danger whistle, 
but he did not appear to hear it. 

Nov, 27. Ernest Houghton, of Rochester, N. Y., attempted to 
climb on moving freight train, to steal a ride, near Woodlawn 
station, but slipped and fell in front of train No. 176, approaching 
on another track. He received a fracture of the skull and died in 
a few minutes. 

Nov. 27. As train No. 23, on the Central Division, N. E. R. R., 
was running at schedule speed, near Allendale, combination car 
142, at the rear of the train, left the track on account of a broken 
rail, plunged into the ditch, struck a telegraph pole and was over- 
turned. All the passengers were more or less bruised, but the 
following were treated by a physician : Edward Cassidy, of Provi- 
dence ; James Cahill, Pascoag ; William Shea, Smithfield ; James 
H. Healey, Georgia ville ; John Clavin, Harrisville ; Philip Powers, 
Enfield ; E. L. Walling, Pascoag ; L. T. Mowry, Enfield ; William 
Cyr, Providence. 

Nov, 29. John Mack, while walking on the tracks in the yard 
at Providence, was struck by passenger train 261 and thrown one 
side, but escaped with a few bruises. 

Dec, 4. M. J. Welch, freight brakeman on the Worcester Divi- 
sion, was knocked from car on which he was riding, near Rumf ord 
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station. He received a slight scalp wound and his back was in- 
jured. 

Dec. 5, Charles T. Gardiner, baggage-master of train No. 2,049, 
Worcester Division, while coupling cars at Bristol, had his right 
hand caught and thumb jammed. 

Dec, H. Carlos Don Gonsalves, freight brakeman on the Provi- 
dence Division, attempted to board car No. 11,377, N. E. E. E., 
while switching, when the body sill step gave way and he was 
thrown to the ground, receiving severe internal injuries. He was 
taken to the Emergency Hospital. 

Dec, H. Edward Frasier, of Boston, baggage-master. Providence 
Division, when the train was switching into the station at Provi- 
dence, was thrown from his feet by the sudden stopping of the 
car, and his hand and arm were driven through a closed window. 
He sustained a severe cut on the right forearm. He was taken to 
the Emergency Hospital. 

Dec, 18. Paul Pevin, while sitting in smoking car at depot in 
Bristol, in some way thrust his right hand through a closed win- 
dow, and his hand was cut quite seriously. 

Dec. 22, John Chassey, freight brakeman on train 383, Worces- 
ter Division, was thrown from car, by the cars coming together 
again after the train had broken apart. His head was injured 
and his left shoulder-blade bruised. 

Dec. 24, Eami Curnerali, an employee of the roadway depart- 
ment. Providence Division, while on the track, near Northup 
avenue yard, was struck by passenger train No. 104, and instantly 
killed. 

Dec. 29. F. M. Saul, freight brakeman, Stonington Division, 
while switching cars at Westerly, went between cars to pull coup- 
ling pin, but was caught, and had one foot jammed and the toes 

of the other crushed. 
5 
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NEW EMEEGENCY HOSPITAL. 

The N. Y., N. H. &> H. R, R. Co. for several years has been con- 
sidering the project of an Emergency Hospital in the city of 
Providence, where those of their employees and others who had 
received comparatively slight injuries might be treated; and 
where passengers or others who had been seriously w^ounded 
could be attended to much more promptly than could possibly be 
done when an ambulance had to be obtained and the person con- 
veyed to the R. I. Hospital. 

Accordingly they procured the necessary rooms in Dyer Block, 
215 Weybosset street, and had them properly furnished. These 
rooms were opened on the 1st of January, 1897, under the charge 
of Alvin H. Eccleston, M. D., Chief Surgeon^ with the following 
assistants : J. E. O'Neill, M. D., J. M. Bennett, M. D., W. R. 
McGuiRK, M. D., W. P. RoTHWELL, M. D., D. F. Grey, M. D., W. 
H. Peters, M. D. 

A commodious operating room has been fitted with modern ap- 
pliances for the convenience of the surgeons. One large room 
used as a ward contains nine beds for the accommodation of 
patients. 

The Matron, Mrs. Hattie MrrcHELL, with such trained nurses 
as were needed, has cared for the patients in the best possible 
manner. 

Total number of patients for the year was one hundred fifty- 
seven (167), of whom one hundred twenty-five (126) were " out " 
patients, with minor injuries — and thirty-two (82), more seriously 
injured, remained in the hospital until sufficiently recovered for 
removal. 

Number of deaths three (3), two dying on the stretcher before 
surgical aid could be rendered ; a mortality of less than one per 
cent. (.67 per cent.). 

It is intended to occupy one story of the new office building of 
the passenger station, whenever arrangements are completed so 
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that cars can be run near to the elevator and patients taken 
easily to the rooms. Very large, airy and pleasant rooms will be 
furnished, fitted up with all that can be devised for the accommo- 
dation and care of the inmates. 

The following is a list of the House Patients treated during 
the year : 

April 21. M. Beardon ; crushed finger ; discharged April 22. 

May 8. Jas. Lyons ; fracture of forearm ; discharged May 18. 

May 31. Margaret Carlin ; slight injuries ; discharged June 4. 

June 9. John Thornton ; rupture of internal ligaments of an- 
kle joint; dischf^rged June 19. 

June 25. John Engberg ; a track hand, while tamping up ties 
a fellow workman thrust his tamping bar into his right eye, rup- 
turing the eyeball ; operation, enucleation of the eye ; discharged 
July 6. 

July 6, Ludger Morin ; a tramp walking on tracks, struck by 
the engine ; operation, amputation of left leg ; removed to How- 
ard, stump healed ; discharged July 16. 

July 13. Patrick Brennan ; arm and leg crushed by car wheels, 
died from shock four hours after arrival, before surgical aid could 
be rendered, July 13. 

July J 4. Jonn Mclntyre ; extensive laceration of right buttock ; 
discharged August 2. 

Aug. 23. John Le Clair ; injured while on hand-car ; disloca- 
tion of right shoulder joint ; fracture of surgical neck of humerus ; 
fracture of radius and ulna ; removed to Worcester Hospital and 
fracture of forearm reduced; dislocation of shoulder joint and 
fracture of humerus not reduced ; discharged in eight weeks with 
no motion of shoulder joint ; received at Emergency Hospital 
August 23 ; operation, resection of shoulder joint ; discharged with 
perfect motion and complete recovery September 3. 
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Aug. 24. Charles Borden ; great toe of right foot crushed ; 
fracture of first metatarsal bone ; discharged September 9. 

Aug. 27. Michael Walsh ; right foot crushed ; discharged Oc- 
tober 2. 

Aug. 30. Owen McGough ; arms severely burned by steam ; 
discharged September 4. 

Sept. 2. Charles Farrington ; fracture of lower jaw and of sixth, 
seventh, and eighth ribs, left side ; discharged September 24. 

Sept. 10. Henry Crowley ; crushed toes, one amputated ; dis- 
charged October 3. 

Sept. 16. Frank Ware ; amputation of three toes on right foot ; 
recovered without lameness ; discharged October 3. 

Sept. 17. Jas. Barry ; legs crushed under car wheels ; muscles 
divided at junction of middle and upper third of left leg ; fracture 
of fibula ; operation, fracture reduced ; muscles reunited with silk- 
worm gut sutures ; discharged October 27. 

Sept. 30. Patrick Hurley ; fracture of coccyx ; complete recov- 
ery after six weeks ; discharged October 18. 

Oct. 10. John McGregor ; fracture of left arm at surgical neck 
of humerus ; scalp wound in left parietal region ; recovery; dis- 
charged October 23. 

Oct. 16. John O'Brien ; legs crushed under car- wheel ; qperatwn, 
amputation both legs below knee joint ; a remarkable recovery ; 
discharged January 1. 

Oct. 23. T. A. Volley ; contusion of back ; complete recovery ; 
discharged October 26. 

Oct. 27. Frank Pelthier ; severe sprain of right foot ; discharged 
November 3. 

Nov; 18. Frank Adams ; sprain and contusion right foot ; dis- 
charged November 19. 

Nov. 29. Jerry O'Neill; fractured skull; received in uncon- 
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scions condition ; operation^ ixephmed twenty-four hours later ; 
death ensued twenty-four hours after operation, consciousness 
not having been regained from the time of accident ; December 2. 

Dec. 1. Louis Brown ; legs out oflf by car-wheel ; exsanguin- 
ated before arrival of ambulance; died from shock and loss of 
blood a few hours after arrival, before surgical aid could be ren- 
dered ; December 1. 

Dec. 13. Christopher Keefe; injury to spine of left tibia ; de- 
veloped periostitis ; discharged December 17. 

Dec. 16. Carlos Gonsalve ; injuries and bruises caused by fall 
from top of car ; discharged December 31. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

On the Sto7iingt(m Division of the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Bailroad, the following improvements have been made 
during the past year : 

The increase of freight business and the increased length of 
freight trains over this division have called for several new sid- 
ings where none before existed, and for additions to a number of 
existing sidings on main line. Such work has been done at Hill's 
Grove, Davisville, Wickford Junction, Wood Kiver Junction and 
Niantic. Total length of these sidings about two miles. 

Warwick and Oakland Beach Branch. — At Warwick, a new pass- 
ing siding about 700 feet long has been put in. 

Pawtuxet Valley Branch. — On this branch, about four miles of 
single track has been relaid with new 78 pounds per yard steel 
rails. 

At Eiver Point, a new passing siding, about 700 feet long has 
been put in. 



Note. Of these surgical oases, with but three exoeptions, the patients steadily improved 
after leaving the Hospital, until ocHnpletely recovered. 
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At Hope, the freight siding has been increased in length about 
400 feet. 

At Clyde, bridge No. 76, three span deck bridge, which was 
formerly a Howe truss wooden bridge with two other spans of 
trestle work, has been replaced by one long span pin connected 
truss and two short spans plate girders. 

Bridge No. 79, also near Clyde, a four span deck bridge, of 
which two long spans were old wooden Howe trusses, and two 
short spans were of trestle work, has been replaced by two long 
spans of pin connected trusses and two short spans plate girders. 

Providence Division. — ^At Central Falls, bridge No. 48, over the 
Blackstone river, formerly a pin connected truss bridge, has been 
replaced by a new heavy five span, double track, plate girder 
bridge 380 feet in length. There are eight girders, each 95 feet 
long, 8^ feet deep, and weighing over 30 tons each. 

At Horton's Grove or Northup avenue. Providence, an extensive 
set of new switches and crossovers have been put in, and a new 
interlocking machine of about 50 levers for operating the same. 

Between Smith street. Providence, and Dexter street, Paw- 
tucket, on 3*9 miles of road bed, the four main tracks have been 
relaid with 100 pound per yard steel rail. 

Between Dexter street, Pawtucket, and Pleasant View station, 
on about 1*1 miles of road bed, the two main tracks have been re- 
laid with 100 pound per yard steel rail. 

This relaying of the main tracks on this five miles of road bed 
required about 2,850 tons of 100 pound per yard steel rails. 

Including the distance across the new Providence terminal, the 
length of continuous road bed laid with 100 pound per yard steel 
rail is 6 miles, extending from Brayton avenue. Providence, to the 
State line. 

The abutments of the Mineral Spring avenue, Lonsdale avenue, 
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and Orms street bridges, have been grouted and quite extensively 
repaired. 

Worcester DiviMon. — The road bed of the main Kne has been 
kept in its usual first-class condition, and for about one and one- 
half miles south of Albion there has been a special improvement 
in raising and ballasting the tracks to a true grade and finer 
alignment. 

Fall Hiver, Warren and Bristol Branch. — On this branch about 
two and one-half miles of single track has been relaid with new 
78 pound per yard steel rail. 

Considerable ditching and rip rapping of the shore slopes has 
been done on this branch, and the general condition of the road 
bed much improved. 

Several of the bridges on the branch have been painted. 

Narragansett Pier li, H, — ^Early in the year a new steel bridge 
was built across the Saugatucket river at Wakefield. It was a 
deck plate girder sixty -four feet span, and replaces the pin con- 
necting truss bridge which had been in use for twenty years. A 
new bridge of the same type, twenty-two feet span, was built over 
Church street at Peace Dale. These bridges are much stronger 
than the ones they replaced, and are calculated to be more than 
sufficient for any tests that may be required of them in actual use. 
They were built by the Boston Bridge Works. The whole work 
of putting these bridges in position was accomplished between 
Saturday night and Monday morning, so that there was no delay 
in the running of trains. 

Work on Terminal Facilities. 

The work on the approaches to the new station buildings was 
continued through the year, and about 100,000 cubic yards of 
earth filling has been done on the track approaches to widen them 
out to the extent required for the enlarged plans. The approach 
streets on the southerly side of the station buildings have been 



40 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

broug'ht to grade, curbing has been set and the streets paved with 
asphalt. The company has made about one and one-half acres of 
sidewalk of Portland cement, Francis street, under the station, has 
been paved, by the city, with granite blocks. There has been laid 
on this terminal work about eight and one-half miles of single 
track, requiring about eleven hundred tons of heavy steel rails, 
the larger portion being the weight of 100 pounds per yard. For 
nearly the whole year the freight trains have been run regularly 
on the new approach tracks, thus largely relieving the danger and 
inconvenience of the Gaspee street grade crossing. Two large 
interlocking plants will be required, one at the end of either 
approach. The Brayton avenue machine, at the west or south 
approach, is to have space for 100 levers, and will be one of the 
largest, if not the very largest, on the line of the N. T., N. H. & H. 
B. xl. 

On these buildings and approaches the railroad company has 
expended more than two and one-half million dollars, and the city, 
including the value of the land it has furnished, nearly one million 
more. 

These station buildings and the approaches, and the entire 
terminal work, are of practically no benefit to the people of Provi- 
dence and vicinity, on account of the fact that a controversy has 
arisen between the officials of the city of Providence and the rail- 
road officials as to what form or style of " train sheds " or " track 
shelters " shall be erected. 

The railroad officials claim that when the New Haven K. R. 
succeeded in obtaining control of the Stonington and Old Colony 
roads, in 1893, it found an agreement between those two roads for 
a terminal plant in Providence that was very objectionable. 
Plans for a highly ornamental but expensive station had been ac- 
cepted by the city council. It was provided with two long and 
narrow train sheds, one end of one section of which was for the 
use of the Stonington, and the other end for the use of the Old 
Colony. The other section was for through trains. The land was 
apportioned so that the New Haven road could not reach its own 
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freight yard without going over the lands owned jointly, and so 
not without the permission of the Old Colony as a partner in the 
terminal company. The tracks were on a bad curve, so that cars 
could neither be attached or detached except with great delay 
and difficulty. The accommodations Were incapable of extension, 
and were not calculated for any increase in business. 

The whole plan was rejected, more lands were taken for the use 
of the passenger terminals, and new buildings were planned much 
larger and better for the entire interest. The general location of 
the station as previously agreed upon was preserved, but the 
tracks themselves, being necessarily upon a bank twenty-five feet 
above the surrounding territory, without shelter from surrounding 
buildings, presented a problem, in construction of passenger pro- 
tection, which required more than a passing thought to solve 
satisfactorily. The plans for the present buildings were submitted 
to the city council and approved by it, upon the report of the 
city engineer, Mr. Shedd, to whom they had been referred. In his 
report, February 19, 1894, he called the attention of the council to 
the fact that no plans for train sheds had been furnished, and said 
" the most obvious lack in the plans presented to the council is 
in the failure to represent any track shelter," and added, " such a 
track shelter as is now building at the new station of the Boston 
-& Maine K. K^ in Boston, which is regarded as being the best 
modem practice, may be built over the tracks of this station with- 
out interfering with the station proper, or offering an objection- 
able feature to the eye of the observer." 

On the 20th of March, 1894, the city council accepted the 
station plans as changed, and asked " that there shall also be con- 
structed and completed, coincidentally with said structure, a suit- 
able trainhouse of a width sufficient to cover all passenger tracks 
and platforms, of such character and according to such plans as 
shall be approved by the city council of the city of Providence." 
The joint resolution concludes as follows : '* nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent the immediate prosecution of work upon the 
passenger station building above referred to." 

6 
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The company then proceeded with the erection of the station 
buildings, without any fixed plan for the train sheds, though it 
put in foundations which are claimed to be adequate for the 
track shelter referred to in the report of the engineer of the 
city of Providence, viz. that of the Boston & Maine station in 
Boston. 

The station buildings, outside of train sheds, were practically 
finished in September, 1897, and on the 20th of that month a con- 
ference was held between the railroad officials on the one side and 
the mayor and terminal committee of the city, on the other. At 
that conference it was stated that the company was still uncertain 
as to the precise form of covering necessary ; that it believed that 
roofs over the platforms were sufficient and adequate, but if not 
the covering would be extended to cover the tracks as well as the 
platforms; that to determine exactly what was best under the 
given conditions it proposed to begin the use of the station, erect- 
ing platform covers, and then add to them to cover the tracks if 
found by experience that covering to the tracks was necessary. 
This was agreed to by the terminal committee, but it was not 
satisfactory to the mayor or to the city council, and a few days 
later the city applied to the Supreme Court for an injunction to 
prevent the use of the station by the railroad. A temporary in- 
junction was granted. 

Shortly after this a conference was held between the railroad 
officials and gentlemen representing the city, to determine the 
precise form of passenger shelters. This conference resulted in an 
agreement as to the dimensions and character of the structure to 
be erected, which was in consonance with the original understand- 
ing, and for which adequate foundations had been prepared. 
This plan was approved by the city engineer who made the 
original report, by the present city engineer, by the commissioner 
of public works, and by the joint committee on terminal facilities 
of the city, and was accepted by the railroad officials. It was 
not, however, satisfactory to the city council, who rejected it and 
adopted a plan of their own, of an entirely different character from 
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that agreed on in 1894, and one for which no adequate foundations 
had been prepared. 

The city council also discharged the committee on terminal 
facilities, and appointed a special committee on train sheds. 
This latter committee invited the president of the Consolidated 
Boad to confer with them. He accepted the invitation and met 
the committee in Providence. He stated to them that the com- 
pany was willing to further modify the plans which had been 
agreed upon at the instance of the representatives of the city, 
provided this special committee would get the necessary authority 
from the council, and an agreement to approve whatever plan the 
committee might themselves recommend* He said he thought 
the company and the special committee might agree upon a plan, 
but in case they could not do so, presented the following propo- 
sition : 

" The company claims that the city indicated the general de- 
scription and character of the protection for passengers it wished 
by the proceedings authorizing the erection of the present station. 
The railroad company desires only to furnish that protection in 
the form best suited. It agreed to the form suggested by the 
city through its engineer and its consulting engineer in conference 
with members of the committee of December 17, 1897, which form 
was also approved by the city's former committee on terminal 
facilities. The company is willing further to modify the plans as 
may be recommended by three competent persons, one to be 
chosen by the mayor, one by the president of the railroad com- 
pany, and the third agreed upon by the mayor and the president, 
or by the other two, or appointed by the governor of the State, 
provided only that the city council will approve the plans thus 
modified. The company will then proceed at once to erect the 
structure. As to compensation, the railroad company will pay the 
compensation and expenses of such persons, either in whole or in 
such proportion as the committee of the city council may desire." 

The city council claims, and the public press and public senti- 
ment seem to be with them, that the original plan contemplated 
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such train sheds or track shelters as should be satisfactory to the 
city council; that the plans proposed by the railroad company 
are not satisfactory, either to the city council or to the public 
generally, who are to use the station ; that the plan that has been 
approved by the city council, and known as the " city plan," is the 
only one that affords the requisite protection to passengers with- 
out disfiguring the station building, and that in that belief the 
city is willing to abide by the decision of the Supreme Court ; but 
until the question at issue is decided by the court, the city will 
accept no other plan. 

The city council also claims that the Terminal Co., has by its 
failure to erect suitable train sheds, forfeited its franchise, granted 
by the State, and has commenced proceedings in that direction. 

This controversy has not only prevented the opening of the new 
station, greatly to the inconvenience of all the thousands who 
patronize the road and who are obliged to put up with all the dis- 
comforts and inconveniences of the present dilapidated, antique 
and gruesome structure, but it also prevents the opening of 
Promenade and Francis streets to public use. The removal of 
the old station and the proposed layout of parks and streets, 
which will add greatly to the beauty of the city, is also postponed 
indefinitely. It is to be hoped that some settlement, that shall be 
alike just to the city and to the railroad company, may be speedily 
reached. 



STREET RAILWAYS. 



There are nine street railway corporations organized in thie 
State, of which eight are doing business. 

One new road has been organized, under the charter granted by 
the General Assembly in 1893. A meeting was held in Newport 
on the 23d of November, 1897, at which it was voted to accept the 
charter, and the following officers were elected : President — Hon. 
Melville Bull; Vice President— Edward A. Brown; Secretary — 
Albert C. Landers ; Treasurer — Philip L. Saltonstall. Directors — 
Edward A. Brown, Melville Bull, Lorenzo D. Tallman, Albert C. 
Landers, Charles C. Pierce, William A. Tucker, Philip L. Salton- 
stall. 

The road is to run from Newport to the city of Fall Eiver, Mass., 
through the towns of Middletown, Portsmouth, and Tiverton. All 
of these towns have granted the petition of the company for a 
franchise with the right of way. The foundation for the power 
house has already been started at Portsmouth, part of the cars 
have been completed, most of the poles and ties are on the ground, 
and the work wiH be pushed as soon as the spring opens. It is 
expected that about the first of June the cars will be running be- 
tween Newport and Fall Kiver. It is highly probable that some 
arrangement will be made for a combination with the Newport 
Street Railway ; such an arrangement would probably be advan- 
tageous for both roads. 

During the year no extensions have been made to the operating 
lines of the Union Bailroad Co., the Pawtucket Street E. B. Co., 
or the Pawtuxet Valley R. B. Co. A small piece of track has 
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been laid in Providence on Francis street, preliminary to a further 
extension from Exchange Place to Smith street. The principal 
work in relaying tracks has been on Market square, Providence, 
by the Union Bailroad Co. This was rendered necessary by the 
rebuilding, by the city, of the Weybosset bridge. Work was com- 
menced in the spring of 1897, and one-half of the bridge was com- 
pleted and the tracks relaid so that the ^running of the cars on the 
new part was resumed just before Christmas. Work has been 
commenced upon the south half of the bridge, but it is not ex- 
pected that it will be completed before August, 1898. 

By action of the city council the Union Bailroad Co. has been 
obliged to abandon the waiting station at the north side of Wey- 
bosset bridge, and the building is to be removed at an early date. 
The receiving office of the company has been located at the cor- 
ner of Canal street and Market square. 

The most important work done by the Union Railroad Company 
this year has been the equipment of its cars with fenders. About 
one-half of its cars have been so equipped, and the remainder will 
be as soon as possible. The fender adopted by this company dif- 
fers from those in more common use in that it does not project in 
front of the car. The principal reason for adopting this style of 
fender is that the narrow streets, and very sharp turns at inter- 
secting streets, jnore noticeable in Providence than in almost any 
other city, render the use of a projecting fender of very doubtful 
utility, and in some places it would be absolutely dangerous. Fen- 
ders projecting from the front of cars will, at nearly every corner 
in the business portion of the city, sweep the corners of the side- 
walks or strike vehicles between the track and the curbing. I 
have heretofore expressed the opinion that it was extremely doubt- 
ful if the benefits to be derived from the ordinary street fender, 
projecting from the car in front at a height varying from six to 
nine inches, were not more than neutralized by the additional lia- 
bility of being struck by the fender, on account of the additional 
lengthening of the car. Sometimes persons have been struck by 
the fender who would have succeeded in crossing the track safely 
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if there had been no fender to hit them. Sometimes, too, and it 
is not a rare case, the person hit by the fender is thrown under 
the wheels of the car and bm tally mangled. 

This fender, or more properly " wheel guard," can be depended 
upon to keep persons from being hurt by the trucks, and if a per- 
son happens to fall alongside a car, or while getting upon it when 
in motion, he cannot be crowded under the guard which runs close 
to the ground. In addition to the guard at each end of the car, 
the sides will be protected so that it will be impossible for a per- 
son to get under the wheels. The entire wheel-base will be pro- 
tected. The fender is automatic in its operation, and is counter- 
balanced so as to be, when in operation, at a distance of four 
inches from the rail. A guard or tripper, suspended from the un- 
der side of the platform, is connected with the guard by rods. 
The instant an object comes in contact with the fender the guard 
falls to the rail, and is locked to the road-bed by an automatic 
lock. This movement is positive, not depending on gravity. The 
guard is reset by releasing the counterbalance, which brings it 
back into position. An important feature is that the motorman 
has nothing to do with its operation, but in an emergency can de- 
vote himself to the controller and brake. 

Six hundred of these fenders have been ordered from the Par- 
menter Fender Co., of Cambridgeport, Mass. 



SUMMABY OF STATISTICS. 



CAPITAL STOCK, ETC. 



The eight street railway corporations report 134+ miles of road 
in this State, with 161+ miles of single track; paid up capital, 
$10,522,000. They own 561 motor cars, and 131 other cars. As 
compared with last year's report the amount of paid up capital 
stock is the same. Increase in single track, 4 miles ; increase in 
motor cars, 44 ; decrease in other cars, 35. 
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INDEBTEDNESS. 

The funded debt of these corporations is $622,200; floating 
debt, $502,892-08 ; total indebtedness, $1,125,092-08. This is an 
increase in funded debt of $160,000 ; an increase in the floating 
debt of $84,208-81 ; increase in total indebtedness of $234,208-81. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The total receipts for the year were $1,962,917 ; total expendi- 
tures, $1,295,915-68 ; net earnings, $667,001-32. As compared with 
the returns for 1896 these figures show an increase in receipts of 
$22,178*72 ; increase in expenditures of $53,393*58 ; decrease in net 
earnings of $31,214*86. 

PROPERTY AND ASSETS. 

The total property and assets of these corporations are reported 
as $12,111,710*73 ; an increase over last year of $559,45038. This 
is $464,618*65 more than the aggregate amount of capital stock 
and funded and floating indebtedness. 

PASSENGERS CARRIED. 

The whole number of passengers earned was 38,769,424. These 
figures show a decrease in number of passengers carried of 163,- 
372. The Union Bailroad Co. of Providence, the Pawtucket 
Street Kailway Co., the Newport Street Eailway Co., and the Paw- 
catuck Valley Street Railway Co. all show a decrease in number 
of passengers carried. The Woonsocket Street Eailway Co., the 
Interstate Street Kailway Co., and the Pawtuxet Valley Electric 
Street Railway Co. show an increase. 

EMPLOYEES. 

The whole number of persons employed by these corporations 
in this State is 1,063, which is 52 less than the number reported 
last year. 
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DIVIDENDS. 

Dividends were paid by six of the roads, as follows : 

Union Bailroad Co., 3^ per cent. 

Pawtucket Street Railway Co., 4 per cent. 

Newport Street Railway Co., 7 per cent, on its preferred stock 
of $30,000 ; no dividend on common stock. 

Providence Cable Tramway Co., 3 per cent. 

Interstate Consolidated Street Railway Co., 6^ per cent. 

Pawcatuck Valley Street Railway Co., 4 per cent. 

The Woonsocket Street Railway Co. and the Pawtuxet Valley 
Electric Street Railway Co. did not pay any dividend, the first 
named reporting a net loss of $8,875*36 ; the last named reporting 
a surplus of $8,34033. 

The amount of dividends paid was $355,100. 

HEATING OF CARS. 

Of the 692 cars, 254, or practically all that are in use in the 
winter on the larger roads, are supplied with electric heaters. 
The Pawcatuck Valley does not run any cars in the winter, and 
the Woonsocket Co. does not report any cars with electric heaters. 
As a rule the cars are kept fairly comfortable, although the fre- 
quent opening of the doors prevents any over-heating, and sup- 
plies plenty of ventilation. 

ACCIDENTS. 

There were twenty-four accidents reported to me as occurring 
in connection with the street railways, in which 6 persons were 
killed, and 26 injured. Of the persons killed, 2 were crossing the 
track, 2 were passengers who stepped from car in front of another 
car, 1 was a conductor who fell from foot-board, 1 was struck by 
car and thrown in front of another car. 

Of the 26 persons injured, 12 were passengers — 5 by derailment 
of car, 4 by jumping from cars while in motion, 2 by falling from 
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car, and 1 was struck by electric Kght pole; 4 were injured by col- 
Usion ; 4 were crossing track ; 4 were struck by car ; 1 was riding 
bicycle and was struck by car. As compared with last year the 
same number of accidents was reported. There was one less per- 
son killed, and four more injured. 

February 15, Margaret King ran in front of electric car No. 
47, Union B. K., as it was going down Central avenue, Providence. 
She was struck by the car, knocked down, but escaped without 
serious injury. 

March 22. John Callahan attempted to cross the track of the 
Union K. K. Co., in front of electric car No. 17, but was struck by 
the car. He was knocked down but escaped with a few bruises. 

May S, Frank Walsh was riding on the platform of electric car 
No. 616, Union K. E., and at the junction of South Main and Wick- 
enden streets. Providence, f^U from the platform to the street, re- 
ceiving severe injuries. 

May H, George Pettit was driving a cart on Dexter street, and 
when electric car No. 6, Pawtucket street R. K., came along near 
Crossman street, his horse became unruly and ran directly in front 
of the car. The cart was struck and tipped over, and Pettit thrown 
out. He received injuries from which he died the same day. 

May 31, George Graham was riding on the footboard of elec- 
tric car No. 643, Union R. K., and when near the corner of Elm- 
wood avenue and Arch street, leaned out from the car and his 
head and shoulders were struck by an electric light pole. He was 
knocked to the ground, picked up in an unconscious condition, but 
escaped without broken bones. 

June 12, Bertha Sisson, of Providence, 12 years old, ran across 
the tracks of the Union R. R., on Hospital street, directly in front 
of electric car No. 301. The motorman tried to warn her and tried 
to stop the car, but she was knocked down, run over and instantly 
killed. It is reported that she was quite deaf. 
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June 2Ji„ Axel Walter, of Providence, was struck by electric 
car No. 684, Union R. R., and instantly killed. He had been to 
a picnic at Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet, and walked up to the track 
to take a car. There were cars on separate tracks going in oppo- 
site directions, and he attempted to pass in front of one that was 
moving very slowly, but it struck him with suflficient force to throw 
him in front of the car going in opposite direction. He was run 
over, and received injuries from which he died in a few minutes 
after arriving at the Rhode Island Hospital. 

July 17. N. S. Hersey, conductor on Crescent Park electric car 
of the Union R. R., was riding on the footboard of the car, and 
when near Moore's comer, East Providence, he either fell or was 
pushed from the car, and was killed instantly. 

July 28. John F. Devine, of Foxboro, Mass., stepped from an 
East Providence car, near Planet street. Providence, and passed 
around the rear end directly in front of electric car No. 613, going 
in opposite direction. He was knocked down and killed instantly. 

Aiiffiist 8. Mrs. Albert Fish, of Providence, who was riding 
upon electric car No. 646, Union R. R., lost her balance and fell to 
the street, and broke her leg. The car was crowded, and she was 
standing at the time. 

September 6. William Crypt was a passenger on electric car No 

• 

126, Union R. R., and, as it was passing down Cranston street, 
jumped off while the car was in motion. He was picked up in 
an unconscious state and taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

September H. Owen Trainor was driving a tipcart, and, at the 
corner of At well's avenue and Eagle street, came in collision with 
electric car No. 352. The cart was struck with such force that 
he was pitched to the street. He was picked up in an unconscious 
condition. Two ribs were broken, his back injured, and his head 
bruised. 

September 26. Moi Ton, a resident of Pawtucket, a passenger 
on electric car No. 1, Union R. R., when the car was passing the 
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corner of Burrill and Weybosset streets, Providence, stepped from 
the car while it was in motion and fell to the street, receiving a 
severe cut on the back of his head. He was taken to the Rhode 
Island Hospital. 

September 27. Henry Stahl, of Providence, was struck by elec- 
tric car No. 9, Union E. R., as it was going upon a switch at Spring 
street, and was knocked down. 

October 9, As car No. 3, of the Pawtuxet Valley R. R., was near- 
ing its terminus at Fiskeville, a three year old daughter of Napo- 
leon Denonence attempted to cross the track, but stopped in the 
middle of the track and was struck by the car, knocked down, run 
over and her leg broken. 

October 10, The three year old daughter of James Beckans, of 
Providence, attempted to cross the tracks of the Union R. R., in 
front of electric car 623, but was struck by the car and knocked 
down. She escaped with a severe bruise over the right eye. 

October 20, Frank Smith, of Paw tucket, a passenger on car No. 
247, Union R. R., attempted to get off the car at Market square. 
Providence, while it was in motion, but lost his balance and fell to 
the ground, receiving a severe cut on his head. He was intoxi- 
cated at the time. He was taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

Noveniber 10, As electric car No. 624, Union R. R., was passing 
down South Main street. Providence, John Higgins stepped be- 
tween a wagon and the car. He was struck by the car and 
knocked down, but escaped without serious injury. 

Novetnber 10, Mrs. J. Frank Ennis, of Providence, was riding 
a bicycle, and at the corner of Myrtle and Pine streets turned from 
behind a team and collided with electric car No. 212, Union R. R- 
She was thrown to the ground, picked up in an unconscious con- 
dition and taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

November 10, Thomas Gunn, an employee of the Pomroy Coal 
Co., was standing upon the hub of a coal wagon, on Grosvenor 
street, and as electric car No. 10, Union R. R., was passing, either 
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jumped or fell off against the side of the car. He was thrown 
against the team, and then fell back so that one wheel of the car 
passed over his leg. He was taken to the Rhode Island Hospital. 

November 15. John Case, of Riverside, a passenger on electric 
car No. 610, Union E. E., stepped off the car on South Main street. 
Providence, while the car was in motion. He stepped directly in 
front of electric car No. 3, going in opposite direction ; he was 
struck by the car and instantly killed. 

November 23, John H. Maguire fell from electric car No. 17, 
Union E. E., as it was moving down North Main street. Provi- 
dence. He struck on the back of his head, and was picked up in 
an unconscious condition. 

Decetnher 6, Electric car No. 17, Union E. E., came in collision 
with Hook and Ladder Truck No. 6, at the corner of Manton ave- 
nue and Delaine street, Providence. Lieut. Michael Dugan, Lad- 
derman James Sullivan, and Driver James McCartin, were all 
thrown to the ground and cut and bruised. Motorman E. J. Stew- 
ner was knocked down but not seriously hurt. The car was con- 
siderably damaged ; both poles of the truck and two of the lad- 
ders were broken. 

Decemnher 26, A Camp street car of the Union E. E., while go- 
ing down Olney street. Providence, got beyond the control of the 
motorman, by reason of slippery rails, and ran to North Main 
street, where it jumped the track and struck the corner of a frame 
building. Sarah Malufsky and child,^ Charles H. Holmes, Annie 
M. Brady, and Charles E. Carter, were more or less injured, but 
not seriously. 



I am under obligations to John M. Peters, M. D., Superintendent 
of the Ehode Island Hospital, and Alvin H. Eccleston, M. D., 
Chief Surgeon of the Emergency Hospital, Providence, for in- 
formation in relation to patients that have been treated by them, 
respectively, for injuries received on the steam and street rail- 
roads. 
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The present maimer in which the trains on the Providence, 
Warren and Bristol B*. B. are backed in and out of the station at 
Fox Point, and the management of trains at that station, remind 
one of the early days of railroading rather than of modem 
methods. The trains running through India street are a constant 
menace to all who are obliged to use the street, and the slow rate 
of speed at which trains are necessarily run serves to produce any- 
thing but a comfortable state of mind in passengers who are 
anxious to reach their destination. The station building is old, 
inconvenient, and illy adapted to the convenience of patrons of 
the road. I would suggest that the tracks across the river and 
on India street be abandoned, so far as passenger service is con- 
cerned, and that a new station be established at East Providence, 
closely connected with the electric street cars. This would not 
only be a convenience to passengers and all qoncerned, but would 
be a great saving in time, and would also be a preventive of acci- 
dents. 

The recommendations I have made in previous reports have 
lost none of their cogency by reason of delay in taking action 
upon them, and I would again call attention to them. 

BespectfuUy submitted, 

E. L. FEEEMAif, 

Railroad Gom/missioner. 
Providence, E. I., Jan. 1, 1898. 
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CONTAINING THE 



ANNUAL REPORTS AND LISTS OF OFFICERS 



OF THE 



Railroad Companies of the State, 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1897, 



WITH 



STATISTICAL TABLES. 



RETU RNS 



OF THE 



STEAM RAILROAD COMPANIES 



For the Year Ending June. 30, 1897. 



THE NEW YORK, PROVIDENCE & BOSTON RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated, June, 1832. Opened, November, 1837. 



The New York, Providence & Boston R. R. Company has been merged in the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., and has ceased to exist as a sepa- 
rate organization. 
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EETURN OF NEW YOEK, NEW HAVEN AND HART 

FORD RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Organized August 6, 1872. 



( t 



ti 



OFFICERS. 

Charles P. Clark President New Haven, Conn. 

John M. Hall Vice President ** 

C. S. Mellcn 2d Vice President 

Wm D. Bishop, Jr. . . Secretary Bridgeport, Conn. 

Wm. L. Squire Treasurer New Haven, Conn. 

H. M. Kochersperger. Comptroller 

C.A.Piatt General Supt. N. H. System 

E. G. Allen General Supt. O. C. System Boston, Mass. 

C. A. Mc Alpine .... .Superintendent Providence Division.. . *' 

J. B. Gardiner Superintendent Stonington Division. . .Providence, R. I. 

F. G. Spencer Superintendent Worcester Division... " 

A. L. Ackley Superintendent Taunton Division Taunton, Mass. 

Above list of Division Superintendents includes those only whose jurisdiction 
extends into Rhode Island. 

DIRECTOKS. 

William D. Bishop Bridgeport, Conn. 

Henry C. Robinson Hartford, Conn. 

Charles P. Clark .New Haven, Conn. 

Joseph Park New York, N. Y. 

Chauncey M. Depew ** 

Henry S. Lee Springfield, Mass. 

William Rockefeller New York, N. Y. 

Leverett Brainard Hartford, Conn. 

J. Pierpont Morgan New York, N. Y. 

George Macculloch Miller ** 

John M. Hall New Haven, Conn. 
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Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Nathaniel Thayer *' 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 

Charles F. Brooker Torrington, Conn. 

Carlos French Seymour, Conn. 

George J. Brush New Haven, Conn. 

I. DeVer Warner Bridgeport, Conn. 

Arthur D. Osborne New Haven, Conn. 



Return for the year enditig June SO, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $47,612,200 00 

Convertible debenture certifitates 16,397,200 00 

Debentures (non-convertible) 2,000,000 00 

Funded debt '. 4,500,000 00 

Other debt 8,176,257 36 

Total gross debt (including capital stock) 78,685,657 36 

Construction account 45,905,216 97 

Equipment account 5,261,793 72 

All other assets 34,192,129 62 

Total property and assets 86,359,140 31 

Receipts passenger department 15,967,864 29 

Receipts freight department 13,340,213 17 

Receipts from all other sources 929,327 93 

Total receipts 30,237,405 39 

Operating expenses (including salaries and wages) 20,043,257 54 

Interest paid and accrued within the year 1,217,987 23 

Taxes paid within the year 1,647,744 14 

( Not all charge- 
Salaries and wages, $13, 116,500.90 •< able to operat- 

• • ( ing expenses. 

All other expenditures on account of operation $3,450,171 72 

Total expenditures on account of operation 26,359,160 63 

Balance of income 3,878,244 76 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

2 per cent, on $47,475,700. . . .$949,514 

2 " " 47,475,700.... 949.614 

2 " '* 47,612,200.... 952,244 

2 •• '* 47,612,200... 952,244 J 



- 3,803,516 00 
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Surplus after paying dividend 74,728 76 

Surplus at beginning of year 4,549,455 18 

Expended during year for new equipment and repairs to equip- 
ment (including repairs and renewals of tools and machinery 

in shops) 8,324,106 09 

Equipment account at beginning of year 5,952,534 44 

Equipment account at end of year. » . 5,261,793 72 

Expended for maintenance of way and structures 6,211,258 14 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 2,684,284 33 

How much of same charged to expense account 3,526,973 81 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 46,168,670 37 

Balance of construction account at end of year 45,905,216 97 

Total number of passengers carried during year 41,599,670 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year 10,391,726 

Number of locomotives 710 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 710 

Number of passenger train cars 1,569 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 1,569 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 1,279 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 1,049 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 358 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars 12,310 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 6,749 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 9,643 

( Owned 325.81 

Total length of road in miles, •< Operated, (including trackage 

( rights 22.33 miles) 1,464.21 

rOwned 62.12 

Miles of road in this State, •< _ , w«^ .^ 

J Operated 130.11 

Miles of track operated in this State TMain line and branches. 214.12 

reckoned as single track, ( Sidings 122.44 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 67 

Number of flag stations 23 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 80 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 129 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 59 

Number guarded by flagmen only 56 

Number where electric bells are used None. 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 179 
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Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year in Rhode Island. . . 

Number of ties laid during the year in Rhode Island 

Number of new stations built during the year in Rhode Island. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State . , 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . 

Other trespassers killed 

Other trespassers injured 

Non-trespassers injured 

Number of employees killed. 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



127 
17 
48 
62 

None. 

None. 

2,922 

124,115 

1 

None. 

4 

None. 

4 

3 

6 

9 

6 

6 

2 

29 

2,375 

$.0172 

.0059 



State of Connecticut, 
County op New Haven 



;h- 



We, the undersigned, Charles P. Clark, President, and H. M. Kochersperger, 
Comptroller, of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 
on oath do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our 
direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that 
we have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and 
correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each 
and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation and belief. 

CHARLES P. CLARK. 

President. 

H. M. KOCHERSPERGER, 

Comptroller. 
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Subscribed and sworn tx) before me, this 17th day of September, 1897, by 

H. M. Kochersperger. 

A. S. MAY, 

Notary Public. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 20th day of September, 1897, by 

Charles P. Clark. 

AUSTIN W. ADAMS, 

Notary Public, 



The following is a list of stations on Stonington Division in Rhode Island, with 
distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by * 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 0.00 

Atwells avenue 1.19 

Olneyville 1.83 

Cranston street 2.76 

Elmwood : 3.49 

♦Roger Williams Park 4.40 

Auburn Junction 5.12 

South Auburn 5.88 

Norwood 6.62 

Lincoln Park 7.53 

HillsGrove 8.41 

Greenwood 9.72 

Apponaug 10.60 

Cowesett 11.81 

♦Chepiwanoxet 12.31 

East Greenwich 13.40 

Potowomut 1*4.40 

Davisville 16.88 

Wickford Junction 19.40 

Slocums 22.98 

Kingston 27.00 

Kenyons 31.37 

Shannock 32.01 

Carolina 34.60 

Wood River Junction 36 93 

Niantic 40.94 

Westerly 45.61 
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RETURN OF PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated, 1844. Leased to and operated by New York, 
Providence & Boston Railroad for 99 years. 



OFFICERS. 



Moses B. I. Goddard President Providence, R. I. 

William A. Leete Treasurer and Clerk " 

DIRECTORS. 

Moses B. I. Goddard Providence, R. I. 

Joseph E. Davis Boston, Mass. 

Jonas G. Clark Worcester, Mass. 

John W. Danielson Providence, R. I. 

G. Marston Whitin. . . Whitiosville, Mass. 

A. George Bullock Worcester, Mass. 

John Nicholas Brown Providence, R. I. 



Return far the year ending June 30, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common; $3,500,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 1,500,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt 5,000,000 00 

Construction account 4,276,250 00 

Equipment account. 828,887 40 

All other assets 109,786 33 

Total property and assets 5,214,923 73 

Receipts from all other sources (rental and miscellaneous receipts) 447,515 84 

Total receipts 447,515 84 

Expenses of organization. .,,.,,,..,,......,'.,, . . » 5,767 01 



10 BEPOBT OF BAILBOAD COMMISSIONEB. 

Interest paid within the year 90,000 00 

Total expenditures 95,761 01 

Net earnings 351.748 83 

Hate and amount of dividend paid, 10 per cent 350,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend for the year 1,748 88 

Surplus at beginning of year 218,174 90 



State of Rhode Island, 
County op Providence, ) 



VSC. 



We, the undersigned, Moses B. I. Goddard, President, and William A. Leete, 
Treasurer, of the Providence and Worcester Railroad Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, informa- 
tion and belief. 

MOSES B. I. GODDARD, 

Presidefit. 

WILLIAM A. LEETE, 

TVeasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of September, 1897. 

WALTER F. ANGELL, 

Notary Publie. 



The following are the stations in Rhode Island, Worcester Division, N. Y., N. 
H. & Hartford R. R., with distances from Providence. Flag stations desig- 
nated by ♦. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 

♦Charles street 1 

Woodlawn 3.4 

Pawtucket 4.4 

Central Falls 4.8 

Valley Falls * 6 
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Stations. Miles. 

Lonsdale i 6.9 

Berkeley / . . . 8.7 

Ashton 9.8 

Albion 11 

Manville 12.5 

♦Hamlet 15.50 

Woonsocket 16.1 

Blackstone 18.80 
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RETURN OF PAWTUXET VALLEY RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated, -July 11, 1872. Leased to and operated by New York, New 

Haven and Hartford Railroad Co. , for 90 years, at a net 

rental of 7 per cent, on the capital stock. 



OFFICERS. 



Henry Howard President. Providence, R. I. 

William H. Pope Treasurer and Clerk '.* 

DIBECTOBS. 

Henry Howard ? Providence, R. I. 

Jonathan Chace ** 

James H. Chace " 

R. G. Howland Hope, R. I. 

Edward F. Child Providence, R. I. 

William H. Pope 

F. H. Peckham, Jr 



(( 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $100,900 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt ^ 160,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt (including capital stock) 260,900 00 

Construction account 

Equipment account 

All other assets . 695 18 

Total property and assets , 261,595 13 

Receipts passenger department 

Receipts freight department 



APJ'ENDIX. 13 

Receipts flrom all other sources 

Total receipts, rental of road 7,063 00 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year by N. Y.,-N. H. & H. R. R. Co. . . . 10,600 00 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 185 60 

Net earnings 6.877 50 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 7 per cent. 

Surplus after paying dividend 695 13 

Surplus at beginning of year 880 63 

WILLIAM H. POPE, 

Treasurer. 



The Pawtuxet Valley R. R. extends from the village of Hope to Auburn, 
where it connects with Stonington Division The following is a list of the sta- 
tions with distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by *. 

k 

• Stations.. Miles. 

Providence 0.00 

Auburn ... 5.12 

♦South Auburn , 5.88 

♦Pocasset 6.82 

Sockanosset 7.42 

Howard 8.26 

Pontiac 9.81 

Natick 10.71 

♦Westcott 11.72 

River Point 12.80 

Clyde 13. 03 

Phenix 13.59 

Harris 13.85 

Arkwright 14.37 

♦Jackson .^. 14.98 

Hope 15. 50 
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BETURN OF OLD COLONY RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated April 24, 1844. The Old Colony Railroad, with its leased lines, was 

leased to the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., March 1, 1898, for 

96 years, and all business not found in accompanying 

return is included in returns of N. Y., 

N. H. & H. R. R. Co. 



OFFICERS. 



t( 
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Charles F. Choate President Boston, Mass. 

Charles L. Lovering Vice President 

Benjamin B. Torrey Treasurer 

Alfred H. Litchfield Clerk *' ' 

DIBBCTORS. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Thomas J. Borden Fall River, Mass. 

John S. Brayton ** 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

Thomas Dunn Newport, R. I. 

George A. Gardner . . .Boston, Mass. 

Charles L. Lovering *' 

John J . Russell Plymouth, Mass. 

Joshua M. Sears Boston, Mass. 

Nathaniel Thayer 



<( 



Return for (he year ending June 30 ^ 1897, 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $16,508,900 00 

Stock liability 8,725 00 

Funded debt 14,791,200 00 

Floating debt (including dividends and interest accrued and un- 
paid, 1557,767.87) 1,665,044 92 
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Total gross debt (including capital stock) 32,973,869 92 

Construction account 27,313,001 19 

Equipment account 3»161,518 83 

All other assets 4,940,161 41 

Total property and assets 35,414,681 43 

Total receipts from lease 1,840,623 77 

Interest paid within the year 693,480 12 

All other expenditures (organization expenses) 11,117 15 

Total expenditures 704,597 27 

Net earnings 1,136,026 50 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (7 per cent.) 1,136,026 50 

Surplus after paying dividend . 772,106 40 

Surplus at beginning of year 779,099 39 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 3,161,518 83 

Rolling stock account at end of year 3,161 ,518 83 

Expended for maintenance of way 581 ,104 48 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 581,104 48 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 26,731,900 71 

Balance of construction account at end of year 27,313,001 19 

Total length of road in miles 507 45 

Miles of road in this State 18 32 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 24 26 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State . . 7 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 3 

Number guarded by flagmen only 2 

Number where eleclric bells are used None. 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 22 

Number built of stone 4 

Number built of iron 3 

Number built of wood 15 

Number combination None. 



« 



State op Massachusetts, 

}-8C. 

County op Supfolk, 

We, the undersigned, Charles F. Choate, President, and Benjamin B. Torrey. 
Treasurer, of the Old Colony Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that 
the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original 



16 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully examined 
the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the 
business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and 
thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information and belief. 

CHARLES F. CHOATE, 

President. 

B. B. TORREY, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 9th day of September, 1897. 

AUSTIN W. ADAMS, 

Justice of t?i6 Peace. 



^The Providence Division, Old Colony Railroad, extends from Providence to 
Boston. The following is a list of stations in Rhode Island, with distances from 
Providence. 

stations. Miles. 

Providence. ,. 

Pawtiicket 4i 

Central Falls 5^ 

Pleasant View 6 

The Plymouth and Taunton Division, Old Colony Railroad, extends from 
Boston to Newport, R. I. At Fall River it connects with Fall River, Provi- 
dence and Warren R. R. The following is a list of stations in Rhode Island, 
with distances from Fall River 

Stations. Miles. 

Fall River .' 

Tiverton. 6 

Bristol Ferry 8 

Portsmouth 10 

*Portsmouth Grove 12 

Newport '. 19 
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RETURN OF BOSTON & PROVIDENCE RAILROAD 

CORPORATION. 

Organized July 11, 1831. Leased to Old Colony R. R. Co., April 1, 1888. 

The Old Colony R. R. Co. , with its leased lines, was leased 

to the N. y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co , March 1, 

1893, for ninety-six years. 



OFFICERS. 

Royal C. Taft President Providence?, R. I. 

Benjamin B. Torrey Treasurer and Clerk Boston, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 

Robert H. Stevenson Boston, Mass. 

♦John Lowell 

Edward W. Hooper Cambridge, Mass. 

Charles P. Bowditch Boston, Mass. 

Robert I. Qammell Providence, R. I. 

George A. Gardner Boston, Mass. 



Return for tJve year ending June 30 ^ 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $4,000,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 3,170.000 00 

Floating debt, including dividend and interest payable July 1, 

18»7 256,312 50 

Total gross debt 6,426,312 50 

Construction account 5,046,088 30 

Equipment account 871,234 35 

All other assets 589,699 23 

™ ■ ■*■■■«■■ I . ^ .— ■ ■■ - ^ ' ' ■■■■■■ ^ ■,.,■■- - J" »g» W " m ■■ ■ - ^- ■ " ■ m m 

*Died May 14tb, 1897. 
3 
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Total property and assets 6,507,021 88 

Receipts (rent of railroad) 489,800 00 

Receipts (dividends received) 400 00 

Total receipts 490,200 00 

Interest paid and accrued within the year 86,800 00 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages (organization expenses) 2,762 26 

Total expenditures 89,562 26 

Net earnings 400,637 74 

Rate and amount of dividend paid, ten dollars per share 400,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 637 74 

Surplus at beginning of year (balance of profit and loss account). 80,071 64 

Miles of road in this State 10.25 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 42.63 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings 7 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen None. 

Number guarded by flagmen only 6 

Number where electric bells are used None. 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 2 

Number built of iron 4 

Number built of wood 1 

Number combination None. 



State of Massachusetts, 
County op Suffolk, 



} 



so. 



I, Benjamin B. Torrey, Treasurer of the Boston and Providence Railroad 
Corporation, on oath do say that the foregoing return has been prepared, 
under my direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said com- 
pany ; that I have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a 
complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in 
respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of my 

knowledge, information and belief. 

B. B. TORREY, 

TreoAurefr. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of September, 1897. 

ALEXANDER TYLER, 

Justics of the Peace. 



J 
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BETURN OF PROVIDENCE, WARREN AND BRISTOL 

RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Organized October, 1850. Leased to Old Colony Railroad, 1891. The Old 

Colony Railroad Co., with its leased lines, was leased to 

the N. Y.. N. H. & H. R. R. Co., March 1, 

1893, for ninety-six years. 



OFFICERS. 

Charles F. Choate President Boston, Mass, 

Benjamin B. Torrey Treasurer " 

George L. Greene Secretary Providence, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

William Goddard Providence, R. I. 

James C. Church Bristol, R. I. 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 

•James R. Kendrick Boston, Mass. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $287,300 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 150,000 00 

Funded debt, notes payable 88,617 77 

Floating debt, dividends unpaid including div. due July 1, 1897. 11,876 00 

Total gross debt 487,793 77 

Construction account 457,410 56 

♦ Died December 11, 1896. 



20 



BEPORT OF BAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 



Equipment account .^ . 40,000 00 

All other assets 12,880 30 

Total property assets 509,790 86 

Receipts, rent of road 28,387 50 

Total receipts 23,387 50 

Interest paid within the year 1,490 96 

Total expenditures 1,490 96 

Net earnings 21,896 54 

Rate and amount of dividend paid, ($5 per share on common and 

preferred stock) 21,871 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 21,997 09 

Surplus at beginning of year 23,578 36 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 40,000 00 

Rolling stock account at end of year 40,000 00 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 457,410 56 

Balance of construction account at end of year 457,410 56 

Total length of road in miles 14.35 

Miles of road in this State 14.35 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 29.66 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State . 21 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 18 

Number guarded by flagmen only 2 

Number where electric bells are used None. 

Number of bridges in this State 6 

Number built of stone None. 

Number built of iron 6 

Number built of wood None. 

Number combination None. 



State of Massachusetts, 
County of Suffolk, 



80. 



We, the undersigned, Charles F. Choate, President, and Benjamin B. Torrey, 
Treasurer, of the Providence, Warren and Bristol Railroad Company, on oath 
do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our di- 
rection, from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we 
have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and 
correct statement of the business and afl'airs of said company in respect to each 
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and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation and belief. 

CHARLES F. CHOATE. 

President. 

B. B. TORREY. 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9th day of September, 1897. 

ALEXANDER TYLER, 

Justice of tlie Peace. 



The Providence, Warren and Bristol Railroad is in the Worcester Division of 
the Old Colony System, and. extends from Providence to Bristol ; at Warren it 
connects with the Fall River, Warren and Providence Railroad, for Fall River, 
Mass., and thence to Newport, R. I. The following is a list of the stations in 
Rhode Island, w^ith distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by*. 

Stations. Miles. 

Providence 

India Point 0.57 

*East Providence 1. 

♦Kettle Point 2.90 

*Squantum 3.15 

♦Silver Spring 3.31 

♦Hauterive 3.40 

*Pomhara 3.45 

Riverside 4.46 

Bullock's Point 5.16 

♦Crescent Park 5.30 

Drownville 6.37 

Nayatt 7.26 

Barrington 8.66 

*Hampden Meadows 9.16 

Warren 10.34 

Bristol 14.44 

Cole's 13.21 

South Swansea 14.61 

♦Brayton Point 15.59 

♦Brayton 17.29 

Fall River, Mass 18.24 
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FALL RIVEE. WARREN & PROVIDENCE RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

All the road and property of tbe Fall River, Warren and Providence Railroad 
Company was sold to the Old Colony Railroad Company, under foreclosure, in 
May, 1892, and became a part of tbe Old Colony System. 



RETURN OF THE NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD COM 

PANY, SUCCESSORS TO THE NEW YORK AND 

NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated April 17, 1873. Reorganized August 26, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 

Charles P. Clark President New Haven, Conn. 

Edward D. Kobbins Vice President Hartford, Conn. 

Geo. B. Phippen Treasurer Boston, Mass. 

Jas. W. Perkins Secretary. Boston, Mass. 

C. Peter Clark General Manager 

W. H. Dudley Auditor 

F. E. Dewey General Superintendent 

F.E.Dewey Division Superintendent 

T. H. Fennell *• Hartford, Conn. 

C. C. Elwell " Norwich, Conn. 

J. N. King " Providence, R. I. 

DIUECTOKS. 

Francis L. Higginson Boston, Mass. 

Charles L. Lovering • * 

Gorhara P. Pomroy Providence, R. I. 



( < 



(( 



(( 



< ( 
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D. 8. Plume Waterbury , Conn, 

Robert Bacon New York, N. Y , 

Edward D. Robbins Hartford, Conn. 

N. W. Rice Boston, Mass. 

Jesse Metcalf Providence, R. I. 

Frederick J. Kingsbury Waterbury, Conn. 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

John W. Doane Chicago, 111. 



Return for the year ending June SO, W)7. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $20,000,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 5,000,000 00 

Funded debt 5 000,000 00 

Mortgage debt of the New York and New England R. R. Co 11.500,000 00 

Interest and rentals accrued 27,700 00 

Total gross debt 41,527,700 00 

Construction acccount, ) nn 7/»o 171 07 

Equipment account, estimated, f ^^mn,i<i o< 

Underlying liens, being mortgages of the N. Y. k N. E. R. R. Co . 11,500.000 00 

Stocks and bonds of other companies 1,333,000 00 

All other assets 926,528 33 

Total property and assets 41,527,700 00 

Receipts passenger departn)ent 1 ,689,055 53 

Receipts freight department 3,162,251 57 

Receipts from all other sources 475,729 23 

Total receipts 5,327,036 33 

Operating expenses 3,997,873 09 

Interest paid within the year 999,175 89 

Taxes paid within the year 263,216 99 

Salaries and wages (included in operating expenses) 

All other expenditures, rentals 308,865 31 

Total expenditures 5,569.131 28 

Deficit 242,094 95 

Rate and amount of dividend paid None. 

Deficiency 242,094 95 

Surplus at beginning of year 7,326 05 

Expended during year for new rolling stock Nothing. 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock (included in 

operating expenses) 
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Rolling stock account at end of year j sepiSatel^.^^ 

Expended for maintenance of way |759,268 70 

How much of last amount charged to construction account Nothing. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

separate^. 
Balance of construction account at end of year \ seminitehr 

Total number of passengers carried during year 7,078,092 

Total number tons merchandise carried during year 3,077,243 

Number of locomotives . . 199 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 199 

Number of passenger train cars 269 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 269 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 269 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 269 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars 3,798 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 742 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 998 

Total length of road in miles (operated) 502.72 

Miles of road in this State (operated) 70.67 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track (operated). . . 92.02 

Number of regular stopping places in this State (operated) 37 

Number of flag stations (operated) . 15 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

(operated) 48 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State 

(operated) 87 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen (operated) 11 

Number guarded by flagmen only (operated ) 24 

Number where electric bells are used (operated) 6 

Number of farm or private grade crossings • 

Number of bridges in this State 53 

Number built of stone None. 

J^umber buflt of iron , J4 
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Number built of wood 89 

Number combination None. 

Number of new bridges built during the year 1 

Cost of new bridges built during the year |933 90 

Tons of new steel rails laid during year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year 12,894 

Number of new stations built during the year None. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 2 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 1 

Number of persons talking on or crossing the track injured 4 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured 16 

Average number of persons employed in this State 271 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets cents, 1. 8889 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets cents, 1.3557 



State of Massachusetts, 
CouifrrY OP Suffolk, ) 



vsc. 



We, the undersigned, Charles P. Clark, President, and W. H. Dudley, Auditor, 
of the New England Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that the fore- * 
going return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original books, 
papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully examined the 
same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the busi- 
ness and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and thing 
therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information and belief. 

CHARLES P. CLARK, 

President. 

W. H. DUDLEY, 

Auditor. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of September, 1897. 

FRANK A. FARNHAM, 

Justice of the Peace. 
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The foUowiDg is a list of stations on the Central Division of the New England 

Railroad, with the distances from Providence. Flag stations designated by *. 

stations. Miles. 

Providence 0.0 

Olneyville Junction 1.9 

Arlington 2.6 

West Arlington 3.6 

Cranston 4.0 

Knightsville 4.9 

Meshanticutt 5,7 

Oak Lawn 7.2 

Pontiac » 8 4 

Natick 9.0 

River Point 11.0 

Arctic 11.6 

Centreville 12.1 

Quidnick 13.0 . 

Anthony 13.4 

Washington 14.4 

Coventry 18 1 

Summit 21.6 

Greene 24. 1 
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EETURN OF THE EHODE ISLAND & MASSACHTSETTS 

RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated June 27, 1871. Leased to the New York and New England Rail- 
road Company for 99 years from October 1 , 1887. No rolling stock. 
Now operated by the New England Railroad Co. 



OFFICERS. 



Jonathan Chace President Valley Falls, R. I. 

Arnold B. Chace Treasurer and Secretary ... ** 

DIRECTORS. 

Joseph G. Ray Franklin, Mass. 

E. K. Ray 

Geo. L. Littlefield Paw tucket, R. I. 

Hezekiah Conant ** 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

W. G. Roelker Providence, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $180,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 2,700 00 

Total gross debt 182,700 00 

Construction account 145,019 89 

Equipment account 

Discount on stock sold 38,107 70 

All other assets -; 115 67 

Total property and assets 183,243 26 

Receipts passenger department 
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Receipts freight department 

Receipts from all other sources. 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year ... 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (5 per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Bala>nce of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 



10,002 48 

10,002 48 

32 50 

242 87 

100 00 

375 37 
9,627 11 
9,000 00 

543 26 
5,916 15 
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18 59 

7.07 

7.77 
1 
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Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State . 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

iN'umber of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new .bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State.. 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



1^ 



^ 

o 

^ 



o 

^ 



4 
5 

8 
None. 

6 
None. 

2 

None. 
None. 
2 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
3,024 
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State of Rhode Island, 
County op Pbovidence, 



BC. 



I, the undersigned, Arnold B. Chace, Treasurer and Secretary of the Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts Railroad Company, on oath do say that the foregoing 
return has been prepared, under my direction, from the original books, papers, 
and records of said company; that I have carefully examined the same, and 
declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the business and 



so RfiPORt OF RAILROAD COMlflBSiONEft. 

affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and thing therein 
set forth, to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

ARNOLD B. CHACE, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of September, 1897. 

CHARLES P. WOOD, 

Notary Public. 



The Rhode Island and Massachusetts Railroad extends from Valley Falls, R. I., 
to Franklin, Mass. The following is a list of the stations in Rhode Island, with 
distances from Valley Falls. Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Valley Falls 0.0 

♦Cumberland Mills 0,8 

♦Abbott's Run 4.6 

•Arnold's Mills 5.9 

♦Diamond Hill 8.1 
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RETURN OF THE PROVIDENCE & SPRINGFIELD RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Organized September 1, 1871. Leased to and operated by New York and New 
England Railroad Company for 99 years from October 1, 1890. New lease 
to the New England Company took effect July 1, 1896, to run for 
98 years from that date. All business not found in the ac- 
companying return is included in returns of 
New England Railroad Co. 



OFFICERS. 



Wm. Tinkham President Providence, R. I. 

Wm. H. Pope Treasurer 

Wm. H. Pope Clerk of Corporation 



i( 



(( 



DIRECTORS. 

Wm. Tinkham Providence, R. I. 

F. H. Peckham, Jr 

Wm. W. Douglas 

Stephen O. Metcalf 

Wm. H. Pope 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

Geo. W. Hobbs Uxbridge, Mass. 

Walter A. Read Chepachet, R. I. 

Albert L. Sayles ■. Pascoag, R. I. 



it 
(i 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $617,450 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 750,000 00 

Floating debt 

Total grossdebt 1,267,450 00 

Construction account ) 1,267,450 00 

Equipment account J 
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All other assets 

Total property and assets, 



Receipts passenger department. 
Receipts freight department . . . 



Receipts from all other sources (rental received from the New 

England Railroad Co.) 

Total receipts 



Operating expense 



Interest accrued within the year 



Taxes paid within the year. 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures . . . 



Total expenditures 

Net income 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (4 per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way , 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number of tons of merchandise carried during year, 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

l^umber of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 



1,267,450 00 

f Now included 
\ in earnings re - 
•^ ported by the 
J New England 
\ Railroad Co. 



$58,198 00 
58,198 00 

SNow included 
in expenses re- 
ported by the 
New England 
Railroad Co. 

137,500 00 

iNow included 
in expenses re- 
ported by the 
New England 
Railroad Co. 

$37,500 00 
20,698 00 
20,698 00 

None. 

None. 



Included in 
.report of the 
^ New England 

Railroad Co. 



$1,267,450 00 
1,267,450 00 



Included in 
i report of the 
I New England 

Railroad Co. 
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Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State.. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



!► 



Inclu( 


ded in 


report 


of the 


New England 


Railroad Co. 




27.73 




26.10 




33.43 
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7 




16 
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None. 
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None. 




None. 
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None. 
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WILLIAM H. POPE, 

Treasurer. 
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The Providence and Springfield Railroad extends from Providence to Pascoag. 
The following is a list of stations with distances from Providence. Flag stations 
designated by *. 

stations. Miles. 

Providence 

Olneyville 2.4 

*Dyerville 3.8 

Manton 4.3 

*Lymansville 4.9 

*Allendale 5.7 

Centredale 6.4 

*Graystone 6.9 

Enfield 7.9 

Georgiaville 8.8 

Stillwater 10. 4 

*Smithfield 12.3 

♦Primrose 14.4 

♦Field's Station 15.9 

Tarkiln 16.9 

Oakland 19.7 

Harrisville 21.2 

Pascoag 22 8 
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EETURN OF WOONSOCKET & PASCOAG RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated May 21, 1889. Woonsocket & Pascoag R. R. leased to New 
York & New England Railroad Co. for 99 years from March 
1, 1891. All items not filled in this return are in- 
cluded in return of New England R. R. Co. 



OFFICERS. 



C. Peter Clark President Boston, Mass. 

€teo. B. Phippen Treasurer 

Jas. W. Perkins Secretary 



t( 



<t 



i< 



(( 



DIRECTORS. 

C. Peter Clark Boston, Mass. 

F. A. Farnham 

Geo. B. Phippen 

L.B.Bidwell 

Jas. W. Perkins ** 

E. K. Ray Franklin, Mass. 

Jos. G. Ray 



<( 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1S97. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $200,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 100,000 00 

Floating debt (interest on first mortgage bonds accrued, not due) 1,250 00 

Total gross debt 301,250 00 

Construction account 300,000 00 

Equipment account 

All oth^ assets (rental accrued, not due) 1,250 00 
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Total property and assets 

Receipts passenger department 

Receipts freight department 

Receipts from all other sources (rental received from the New 

England Railroad Company) .... 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year .•• . 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year, 



301,250 00 



5,000 00 
5,000 00 

5,000 00 



5,000 00 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 



Included in 



Rolling stock account at end of year hNew^England 

Expended for maintenance of way Railroad Co. 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number of tons of merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars v 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars. 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of rdad in miles 9.45 



y 



1300,000 00 


300,000 00 
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Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured. . 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



^ 



9.45 

10.17 

6 

4 

9 

9 

None. 

1 

None. 

12 
None. 
None. 

12 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
2,101 
None. 
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State of Massachusbtts, 
County op Suffolk, 



>-8C. 



We, the undersigned, C. Peter Clark, President, and Geo. B. Phippen, Treas- 
urer, of the Woonsocket and Pascoag Railroad Company, on oath do severally 
say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully 
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examined the same, and declare the same to be £^ complete and correct state- 
ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 
matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information 

and belief. 

C. PETER CLARK, 

President, 

GEO. B. PHIPPEN, 

Treamirer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 31st day of August, 1897. 

FRANK A. FARNHAM, 

Justice of tTie Peace. 



The Woonsocket and Pascoag Railroad extends from Woonsocket to Harris- 
ville, where it connects with the Providence and Springfield Railroad. The 
following is a list of the stations in Rhode Island, with distances from Woon- 
socket. Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

fWoonsocket 0.0 

*Alice Avenue 1.1 

*Union Village 1.4 

•Forestdale 2.6 

Slatersville 3.3 

Nasonville 5.7 

Glendale 6.9 

Oakland Centre 8.1 

♦Whipple 8.8 

JHarrisville 9. 8 

t Station situated upon the N. E. R. R. includes yVa miles to N. E. R. R. 
station at Woonsocket. 

J Includes yV^ miles to K E. R. R. station at Harrisville station, situated upon 
the P. & 8. R. R. 
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KETURN OF NARRAGANSETT PIER RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Organized April 12, 1875. 



OFFICERS. 

John N. Hazard President Peace Dale, R. I. 

R. G. Hazard Vice-President and Treas. . 

William T. Stedman Secretary 

Geo. T. Lanphear Superintendent 



<< 



(( 



it 



DIRECTORS. 

John N. Hazard Peace Dale, R. I. 

Beoj. F. Robinson Wakefield, R. I. 

Geo. C. Robinson ** 

R. G. Hazard Peace Dale, R. I. 

J. W. Miller : New York City. 



Return for the year ending June 30 y 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $133,800 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 95,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt 228,800 00 

Construction account 211,815 71 

Equipment account 72,690 58 

All other assets 34,744 71 

Total property and assets 274,251 00 

Receipts passenger department 34,070 12 

Receipts freight department 18,027 67 
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Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures ... 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (7 per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend (from earnings during year) 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year ....... 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations. ... , . . . , , . . • t 



2,807 97 

54,905 76 

15,430 32 

4,869 78 

1,209 12 

22,083 31 

1,560 00 

45,152 53 

9,753 23 

9,366 00 

387 23 

30,970 45 

1,877 74 

3,012 50 

26,130 58 

27,690 58 

4,739 44 

All. 

None. 

211,815 71 

211,815 71 

139,607 

22,179 

2 

2 

5 

5 

5 
5 

None. 
None. 

17 
None. 
8i 
8* 
8i 
4 

I 
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Number of stopping: places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this "State. . . 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed .... 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



4 

14 

1 

2 

2 

15 

6 

None. 

6 

None. 

None. 

2 

|1,926 00 

None. 

3,885 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

51 

ejcts. 

2cts. 



State of Rhode Island, 
County op Washington, 



sc. 



We, the undersigned, George T. Lanphear, Superintendent, and William T. 
Stedman, Assistant Treasurer, of the Narragansett Pier Railroad Company on 
oath do severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our 
direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that 
we have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete 
and correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect 
6 
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to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowl- 
edge, information and belief. 

GEORGE T. LANPHEAR, 

Superinterulent. 

WILLIAM T. 8TEDMAN, 

Assistant Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October, 1897. 

FREDERICK A. BROWN, 

Notary Public, 



The Narragansett Pier Railroad extends from Narragansett Pier to Kingston, ! 

where it connects with the Stonington Division, New York, New Haven and ! 

Hartford Railroad. The following is a list of stations, with distances from j 
Kingston Junction. Flag stations designated by ♦. 

Stations. Miles. 

Kingston 

^Gould's ... 3.50 

Peace Dale 6. 

Wakefield 5.50 

Narragansett Pier 8,50 
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RETURN OF NEWPORT & WICKFORD RAILROAD AND 

STEAMBOAT COMPANY. 

Organized, 1870. 



OFFICEBS. 

J. W. Miller President Pier 36» North River, N. Y. 

A. S. Sherman Secretary and Treasurer. . .Newport, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

J. N. A. Griswold Newport, R. I. 

George Peabody Wetmore . *' 

Charles H. Russell Mills Building, N. Y. City. 

Geo. Gordon King. . . Newport, R. I. 

J. W. Miller Pier 36, North River, N. Y. City. 

A. S. Sherman Newport, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $100,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 100,000 00 

Floating debt 20,988 85 

Total gross debt 220,938 85 

Construction account 118,018 70 

Equipment account 65,000 00 

All other assets 12.315 45 

Total property and assets 195,334 15 

Receipts passenger department • 35,046 46 

Receipts freight department 2,604 38 

Receipts from all other sources 12,443 50 

Total receipts 50,094 34 

Operating expenses 18,977 88 

Interest paid within the year 6,660 00 



{ 
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Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Deficit 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Boiling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year. » 

Total number tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track , 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 



588 00 

19,914 80 

10.850 83 

65.891 51 

5,797 17 



9,629 46 

65,000 00 

65,000 00 

1,231 37 

None. 

1,221 37 

118,018 70 

118,018 70 

76,768 

1 
1 
2 
2 

1 
2 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

3A 
4 

3 

None. 
3 
4 

None. 
4 
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Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year ... 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State . . . 
Number of passenger injured during the year in this State . 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed. . . 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



1 
3 
8 

None. 
None. 
None. 
3 
None. 
None. 
None. 
1,200 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
33 
4} cts. 
2icts. 



State of Rhode Island, 
County of Newport 



ND, ) 

. r 



I, the undersigned, Anthony S. Sherman, Treasurer of the Newport and Wick- 
ford Railroad and Steamboat Company, on oath do say that the foregoing return 
has been prepared, under my direction, from the original books, papers, and 
records of said company ; that I have carefully examined the same, and declare 
the same to be a complete and correct statement of the business and affairs of 
said company in respect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to 

the best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

A. S. SHERMAN, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 11th day of September, 1897. 

WILLIAM BURDICK, 

Notai^ Public, 



I 
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The Newport and Wickford Railroad and Steamboat CompaDy extends from 
Newport to Wickford by steamboat, thence to Wickford Junction by railroad, 
where it connects with Stonington Division, New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad. The following is a list of stations, with distances from Wickford 
Landing. 

Stations. Miles. 

Wickford Landing 

Wickford J 

Belleville IJ 

Wickford Junction Sy^ 
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RETURN OF WOOD RIVER BRANCH RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Organized July 8, 1872. 



OFFICERS. 



Amos G. Nichols President Hope Valley, R. I. 

George H. Olney Treasurer and Secretary 

Leander M. Barber Superintendent 



<{ 



t< 



DIBECTORB. 

Amos G. Nichols Hope Valley, R. I. 

Edward Barber ** 

George H. Olney ** 

John L. Kenyon Wyoming, R. I. 

William F. Joslin Hope valley, R. I. 

Jeremiah B. Gardiner .... Providence, R. I. 

Benjamin P. Langworthy Hope Valley, R. I. 

Benjamin Kenyon Rockville, R. I. 

John J. Greene ^ Hope Valley, R. I. 



Beturn for the year ending June SOy 1897, 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $60,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 56,500 00 

Floating debt ? , 20,844 91 

Total gross debt 136,844 91 

Construction account 111,925 29 

Equipment account 16,740 51 

All other assets 8,179 11 

Total property and assets 136,844 91 
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Receipts passenger department 

Receipts freight department 

Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year. 

Total number tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . , 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct st^am 

Number of passenger train cars heated by hot water 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars > 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 



3,803 48 

7.940 28 

804 11 

12,547 87 

3,530 10 

3,457 67 

363 43 

5,183 76 

None. 

12,534 96 

12 91 

None. 

16,794 30 

16,781 39 

630 85 

16,740 51 

16,740 51 

2,532 46 

None. 

2,532 46 

111,925 29 

111,925 29 

19,482 

9,263 

2 

2 

3 

3 

None. 

None. 
2 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

5.70 

5.70 

6.625 
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Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations , 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway, grade crossings in this State 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used , 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone , 

Number built of iron , 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during tjie year , 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year , 

Number of ties laid during the yeai'. 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengei-s injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed. . . , 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track in j ured . . . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets .• 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



3 

1 
4 
4 

None. 

None. 

None. 

14 

2 

None. 

None. 
2 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
2,006 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
12 

I .043 
.0185 



State of Rhode Island, 
County of Washington, 



sc. 



We, the undersigned, Amos G. Nicholas, President, and George H. Olney, 
Treasurer of the Wood River Branch Railroad Company, on oath do severally 
say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully ex- 
amined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement 

7 
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of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter 
and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information and belief. 

AMOS G. NICHOLAS, 

Prmdent. 

GEO. H. OLNEY, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 15th day of September, 1897, 

ALBERT S. WOOD, 

Notary Public. 



The Wood River Branch extends from Wood River Junction on the Stoning- 
ton Division, New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, to Hope Valley. 
The following is a list of stations, with dist4inces from Wood River Junction. 
Flag stations designated by *. 

Stations. Miles. 

Wood River Junction 

Woodville 8.50 

*Canonchet 3.70 

Hope Valley 5.70 
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EETDRN OF M0SHAS8UCK VALLEY RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Organized June 11, 1874. 



OFFICERS. 



Hon. F. C. Sayles President 

F. A. Sayles Treasurer 

C. O. Read Secretary 

G. M. Clarke Superintendent. 



Pawtucket, R. I. 



<( 



(4 



Saylesville, R. I. 



DIRECTORS. 

Hon. F. C. Sayles Pawtucket, R. I. 

F. A. Sayles 

F. C. Sayles, Jr 

C. O. Read 

M. K. Washbum 1 Providence, R. I. 



(( 



(( 
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Return for the year ending June 30, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) , 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt . 

Floating debt 

Total gross debt 

Construction account 

Equipment account 

All other assets 

Total property and assets 

Receipts passenger department . 



$50,000 00 

None. 

None. 

None. 

50,000 00 

80,092 19 

8,100 00 

15,333 98 

103,526 17 

577 14 



1 
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Receipts freight department 

Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest accrued within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures r 

Net loss 

Rate and amount of dividend paid ' 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles. . 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 



21,765 93 

605 66 

22,948 73 

10,087 51 

437 35 
13,900 52 

24,425 38 

1,476 65 

None. 

54,393 43 

55,870 08 

None. 

2,315 37 

8,100 00 

8,100 00 

3,670 19 

None. 

All. 

80,092 19 

80,092 19 

15.983 

75,908 

2 

2 

2 

2 

None. 
1 

None. 

None. 
7 

None. 

None. 
2 
2 
2 
4 
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Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State . 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings , 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year '. 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



3 

1 
2 

None. 

2 

None. 

None. 

1 

None. 

None. 

1 

None. 

None. 

None. 

35f 

780 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

24 

2i cts. 

8 



i-TTT CLS. 



State op Rhode Island, ) 
County op Providence, ) 



so. 



We, the undersigned, F. A. Sayles, Treasurer, and Chas O. Read, Secretary, 
of the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that the 
foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original books, 
papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully examined the 
same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the busi- 
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ness and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and thing 
therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information and belief. 

F. A. SAYLE8, 

Treasurer. 

CHA8. O. READ, 

Secretary. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of October, 1897. 

JOHN D.TURNER, 

Notai'y Pvhlic. 



The Moshassuck Valley Railroad extends from Woodlawn station, on the 
Providence Division, New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, to Sayles- 
ville, R. I. The stations, with distances from Woodlawn, are as follows : 

Stations. Miles. 

Mineral Spring Avenue 25 

Lock Bridge 75 

Bagley Street .-. . 1.75 

Saylesville %. 
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RETURNS 



OF THE 



STREET RAILROAD COMPANIES 



For the Year Ending June 30, 1897. 



RETUEN OF UNION EAILROAD COMPANY. 



Organized February 2, 1865. 



OPPICBRS. 



(« 



<( 



Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

Chas. H. Perkins Vice President. 

A. T. Potter General Manager 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer ** 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary *' 

DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Ben j. A. Jackson 

Chas. H. Perkins 

Gorham P. Fomroy ^. 

Geo. W. R. Matteson 

Arthur H. Watson 
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Return for tJie year ending June SO, 1897. 



Capital stock actually paid in (common) 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 

Total gross debt 

Construction account. . ) 
Equipment account.. . , \ 

All other assets 

Total property and assets 

Receipts passenger department 

Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures '. 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (3^ per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year , 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars , 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles . 

Miles of road in this State 



$8,700,000 00 

25,000 00 
127,372 74 
152,372 74 

7,291,249 23 

1,868,133 30 

9,159,382 53 

1,547,006 54 

11,794 00 

1,558,800 54 

351,284 15 

13 46 

54,067 50 

561,925 64 

947,290 75 

611,509 79 

304,500 00 

307,009 79 

None. 

57.270 37 

67,387 89 



130,194 29 

None. 

All. 



31,143.137 

383 

70 

189 

78183 

78183 
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Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 102*362 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 1 

Number of passengers in j ured during the year in this State 8 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 4 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 7 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 3 

Average number of persons employed in this State 865 

Rate of fare 5 cts. 



State of Rhode Island, ) 

[-8C. 

County of Providence, ) 

"We, the undersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock^ 
Treasurer, of the Union Railroad Company, on oath do severally say that the 
foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original 
books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully examined 
the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the 
business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and 
thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager, 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of August, 1897. 

GEO. B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public, 



62 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 



EETURN OF PAWTUCKET STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized July 18, 1885. 



OFFICERS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

Lyman B. Qoff Vice President Pawtucket, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager Providence, R. I. 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer ** 

II. V. A. Joslin Secretary " 

Chas. F. Luther Superintendent Pawtucket, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Lyman B. Goflf : Pawtucket, R. I. 

Darius L. Goflf 

A. T. Potter Providence, R. I. 

Chas. H. Perkins 

EbenN. Littlefield Pawtucket, R. L 



Return for tJie year ending June 30^ 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $500,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 59,214 17 

Total gross debt 59,214 17 

Construction account. . ) 
Equipment account. . . ) 

All other assets 45,005 02 

Total property and assets 580,287 96 

Receipts passenger department 126,974 45 

Receipts from all other sources 



535,282 94 
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Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

4 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (4 per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock. . 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year . . 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way •. . . 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed. . . 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Rate of fare 



126,974 45 
41,546 86 

2,732 50 

61.072 35 

105,351 71 
21,622 74 
20.000 00 

21.073 79 
19,451 05 

13,291 57 



24,-032 50 

None. 

All. 



2,542,601 

46 
5 

28 
17-887 
17-887 
19-721 



93 

5 cts. 
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Statb op Rhodb Island, ) 

[■sc. 
County of Providencb, ) 

We, the undersigned, A. T. Pptter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Pawtucket Street Railway Company on oath do severally say 
that the foregoing return has been prepared under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 
matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information 

and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

OenercU Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

Trea^surer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 30th day of August, 1897. 

GEO. B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public. 
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RETURN OF WOONSOCKET STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized June 4, 1886. 



OFFICERS. 

Edgar K. Ray President and Gen. Manager. .Woonsocket, R. I. 

Walter Whittlesey Treasurer Chelsea, Mass. 

Willard Kent Secretary Woonsocket, R. I. 

Herbert M. Young Superintendent ** 

DIBECTORS. 

Thomas Martin Chelsea, Mass. 

Walter Whittlesey 

Edgar K. Ray Woonsocket, R. I. 

Henry L. Whittlesey Boston, Mass. 

Charles H. Wilson 

Edward H. Rathbun Franklin, Mass. 

Willard Kent Woonsocket, R. I. 

Joseph G. Ray Franklin, Mass. 



Return for the year endimj June 30 ^ 1897, 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $140,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 200,000 00 

Floating debt 110,076 05 

Total gross debt 450,075 05 

Construction account 326,656 57 

Equipment account 71,248 95 

All other assets 10,968 48 

Total property and assets 408,864 00 

Receipts passenger department 51,804 94 

Receipts from ajl other sources 

9 



I 
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Total receipts 

Operating expenses (including salaries and wages) 

Interest paid within the year ... 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures (claims) 

Total expenditures 

Net loss 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Rate of fare 



51,804 94 

42,758 83 

15,037 a5 

2,245 77 

137 85 

e0,180 30 

8,875 36 

None. 

None. 

None. 

16,500 00 

5,798 30 



2,127 88 

2,127 88 

303,529 97 

326,656 57 

1,026,288 

4 

21 

9 

1510 
13-50 



None. 



45 

5 cts. 
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State of Rhode Island, ) 

[•sc. 
County of Providence, ) 

I, the undersigned, Edgar K. Ray, President of the Woonsocket Railway 
Company, on oath do say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under 
my direction, from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; 
that I have carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a com- 
plete and correct statement of the business and affairs of said company in re- 
spect to each and every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of my 
knowledge, information and belief. 

EDGAR K. RAY, 

WALTER WHITTLESEY, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 26th day of August, 1897. 

GEO. R. SMITH. 

Notary Public, 
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RETURN OF NEWPORT STREET RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Organized July 30, 1888. 



OFFICERS. 



A. C. Titus President and Gen. Manager. . .Newport, R. I. 

Francis Burdick Secretary and Treasurer 

R. P. Lee Assistant Manager •.• 



(( 



<t 



DIRECTORS. 

A. C. Titus Newport. R. I. 

A. S. Sherman 

T. T. Pitman 

Angus McLeod 

Darius Baker 

G. B. Reynolds 

Geo. R. Chase Middletown, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1S97. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) |77,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) * 30,000 00 

Funded debt 50,000 00 

Floating debt 19,239 45 

Total gross debt 69,239 45 

Construction account.. ") 

Equipment account. . . . ) 

All other assets 17.279 88 

Total property and assets 162,018 86 

Receipts passenger department 86,338 05 

Receipts from all other sources 1,036 85 

Total receipts 37,874 90 



144,738 98 
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Operating expenses 12,704 43 

Interest paid within the year 2,538 75 

Taxes paid within the year 913 50 

Salaries and wages 13,588 50 

All other expenditures (repairs and renewals of track) 14,725 24 

Total expenditures 44.470 41 

Net earnings (deficit) 7,095 51 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (7 per cent, guaranteed divi- 
dend on the preferred stock) 2,100 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 2,160 56 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 14,725 24 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year > 

Total number of passengers carried during year 753,607 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 9 

Number of other cars 6 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 4 

Total length of road in miles 417 

Miles of road in this State 417 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 417 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 130 

Number of ties laid during the year 5,100 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passenger injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 20 

Rate of fare 5 cts. 
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State of Rhode Island, 
County of Newport 



ND, ) 

. r 



We, the undersigned, A. C. Titus, President, and Francis Burdiek, Treasurer, 
of the Newport Street Railway Company, on oath do severally say that the 
foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the original books, 
papers, and records of said company; that we have carefully examined the 
same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct statement of the busi- 
ness and affairs of said company in respect to each and every matter and thing 
therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information and belief. 

A. C. TITUS. 

President. 

FRANCIS BURDICK, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of August, 1897. 

WM. BURDICK. 

Notary Public. 
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EETUEN OF PROVIDENCE CABLE TRAMWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized July 24, 1884. Leased to the Union Railroad Company 

January 1, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary 



(( 



<( 



(( 



DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Benj. A. Jackson 

Chas. H. Perkins 

Gorham P. Pomroy 

Geo. W. R. Matteson 

Arthur H. Watson 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1897. 



Capital stock actually paid in (common) . , 
Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 

Floating debt : 

Total gross debt 

Construction account. . > 
Equipment account. ... J 

All other assets 

Total property and assets 



$300,000 00 



300 00 
300 00 

298,106 28 

150,069 93 
448,176 21 
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Receipts passenger department 

Receipts from all other sources (lease of road) 18,000 00 

Total receipts 18,000 00 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures ... 

Net earnings 18,000 00 

Rate and amount of divivend paid (3 per cent.) 9,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend • 147,876 21 

Surplus at beginning of year 138,876 21 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of motor cars 32 

Number of other cars 28 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters. 12 

Total length of road in miles ♦. 2*909 

Miles of road in this State 2*909 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 3*286 



State of Rhode Island, ) 

[-SC. 

County of Pkovidence, j 

We, the undersigned, A. T. Pottdr, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Providence Cable Tramway Company, on oath do severally 
say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, from the 
original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have carefully 
examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct state- 
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ment of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and every 

matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, information 

and belief. 

A. T. POTTER, 

General Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK. 

Trea^^urer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of August, 1897. 

GEO. B. MERCHANT, 

Notary PvMic. 



10 
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EETURN OF INTERSTATE CONSOLIDATED STREET 

RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Organized April 20, 1895. 



OFFICERS. 

Marsden J. Perry President Providence, R. I. 

Edward R Price Treasurer and Secretary. .No. Attlefborough, Mass. 

George R. Cook Superintendent Attleborough, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Marsden J. Perry Providence, R. I. 

Edward R. Price No. Attleborough, Mass. 

Henry F. Barrows ** 

Clarence L. Watson Attleborough, Mass. 

F. H. Peckham, Jr Providence, R. I. 

Lyman B. Goff .Pawtucket, R. I. 



Return for the year ending June 30, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $300,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Funded debt 200,000 00 

Floating debt 85,636 24 

Total gross debt 585,636 24 

Construction account 458,385 99 

Equipment account 114,720 46 

All other assets •. 45,210 79 

Total property and assets 618,317 24 

Receipts passenger department 123,645 74 

Receipts from all other sources 2,111 88 
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Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year. 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (5^ per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend ... 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account. . . 

How much of sahie charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars, including five snow plows 

Number of electric cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State . . . 
Number of passengers injured during the year in this State. . . 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile 



125,757 62 

52,829 78 

7.000 00 

947 45 

38,123 64 

98,900 47 
26,857 15 
16,500 00 
10.357 15 
25,360 34 

8,380 64 

114,713 02 

114,720 46 

9.481 87 

1.330 30 

8,151 57 

307,055 69 

458,385 99 

2.419,216 

2 

54 

11 

17 

24-64 

4-41 

4-975 



None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
2 
1.04 cts. 
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State op Massachusetts, ) 

[■sc. 
County of Bristol, ) 

We, the undersigned, Marsden J. Perry, President, and Edward R. Price, 
Treasurer, of the Interstate Consolidated Street Railway Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation and belief. 

MARSDEN J. PERRY, 

President, 

EDWARD R PRICE, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September, 1897. 

JOS. E. POND, 

Notary Public, 
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RETUEN OF PAWCATUCK VALLEY STREET RAILWAY 

COMPANY. 

Organized May 25, 1893. 



0FFICEU8. 



William Hoxsey President Westerly, R. I. 

Samuel H. Cross Treasurer and Secretary. . . ** 

E. P. Shaw, Jr General Manager Boston, Mass. 

R. H. Fillmore, Jr Superintendent Westerly, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Nathan F. Dixon .....Westerly, R. I. 

Samuel H. Cross * ' 

William Hoxsey , " 

Solomon Lucas Norwich, Conn. 

A. S. Patton Leominster, Mass. 

E. P. Shaw Newburyport, Mass. 

E. P. Shaw, Jr Boston, Mass. 



Return for the year ending June SO, 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) 175,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 100,000 00 

Floating debt 8, 000 00 

Total gross debt 183,000 00 

Construction account 126,714 17 

Equipment account 17,442 67 

All other assets 42,912 33 

Total property and assets 186,069 17 

Receipts passenger department 15,568 94 

Receipts from all other sources 774 66 
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Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (4 per cent.) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars. 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of road in this State reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile 



16,343 60 
3,146 07 

• 5,837 22 

584 96 

5,399 15 

14,417 40 
1,926 20 
3,000 00 
3,069 17 
4.142 97 

87 23 

16,864 03 

16,864 03 

304 19 

304 19 

125,714 17 

125.714 17 

317,361 

None. 

7 

None. 

None. 

6 

6 

6 

None. 

75 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

16 

•Oil 
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State of Rhode Island, "j 

[•sc. 
County of Washington, ) 

We, the undersigned, William Hoxsey, President, and Samuel H. Cross, 
Treasurer, of the Pawcatuck Valley Street Railway Company, on oath do 
severally sa}' that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, infor- 
mation and belief. 

WILLIAM HOXSEY, 

President, 

SAMUEL H. CROSS. 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of August, 1897. 

JOHN W. SWEENEY, 

Notary Public, 
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EETUEN OF PAWTUXET VALLEY ELECTRIC STREET 

RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Organized July 23, 1893. 



OFFICERS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich President Providence, R. I. 

Henry L. Greene Vice President River Point, R. I. 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer Providence, R. I. 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary '* 

DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Henry L. Greene River Point, R. I. 

Chas. H. Perkins Providence, R. I. 

Marsden J. Perry 

Gqrham P Pomroy 

Arthur H. Watson 



it 



it 



tt 



Return for the year ending June SOy 1897. 

Capital stock actually paid in (common) $400,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) 

Fundeddebt 47,200 00 

Floating debt 93,054 43 

Total gross debt 140,254 63 

Construction account. . 'J 
Equipment account. ... J 

All other assets 449,118 85 

Total property and assets 548,594 76 

Receipts passenger department 28,360 95 

Receipts from all other sources 



99,475 91 



\ 
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Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year , 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus , 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock . . 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account. , 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year , 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year , 

Number of horses 

Number of motor cars 

Number of other cars 

Number of cars heated by electric heaters 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State , 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State. . . 
Number of passengers injured during the year in this State . 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings , 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed. . 
Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. 

Number of employees killed '. 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Bate of fare 

n 



28,860 95 

12,072 69 

2.860 00 

'336 00 

10,585 95 

25,304 64 
3,056 31 

8,840 38 

5,284 02 

824 60 

1,747 81 



1,049 26 

None. 

All. 



567,219 

9 
2 

4 
7-058 
7-058 
7-248 



22 

5 cts. 
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State of Rhode Island, 
County op Providence 






We, the ilndersigned, A. T. Potter, General Manager, and C. A. Babcock, 
Treasurer, of the Pawtuxet Valley Electric Street Railway Company, on oath do 
severally say that the foregoing return has been prepared, under our direction, 
from the original books, papers, and records of said company ; that we have 
carefully examined the same, and declare the same to be a complete and correct 
statement of the business and affairs of said company in respect to each and 
every matter and thing therein set forth, to the best of our knowledge, in- 
formation and belief. 

A. T. POTTER. 

General Manager. 

C. A. BABCOCK, 

Treasurer, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of August, 1897. 

GEO. B. MERCHANT, 

Notary Public, 
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ABSTRACT OP 



STATISTICS OF THE EAILWAYS OF THE UNITED STATES 

For the Year endh^g June 30, 1896. 



"^Interbtate Commerce Commission, Washington. 

September, 80, 18d7. 

The Ninth Statistical Report of the Interstate Commerce Commission, pre- 
pared by its statistician, being the complete report for the above-named period, 
for which a preliminary income accoant was issued in December, 1896, has just 
been submitted, of which the following is an abstract. 

In the beginning of the report it is stated that on June 30, ,1896, there were 
151 roads in the hands of receivers, a net decrease of 18 being shown in the 
number of receiverships as compared with the previous year. The length of 
operated mileage represented by these 151 roads was 80,475*89 miles, the cor- 
responding mileage on June 80, 1895, being 87,855*80 miles. Of the roads in 
the hands of receivers on June 80, 28 operated a mileage greater than 800 miles, 
and 26 operated a mileage between 100 and 800 miles. The capital stock repre- 
sented by the railways controlled by receivers on June 80, 1896, was $742,597,- 
698, and the funded debt was $999,788,766. As compared with the correspond- 
ing figures for 1895, the figures given show a decrease of over $188,000,000 in 
capital stock, and $819,000,000 in funded debt. 

mileage. 

The total railway mileage ii^the United States on June, 80, 1896, was 182,776*68 
miles, there being an increase of 2,119*16 miles, or 1*17 per cent, during the 
year. California shows an increase of 202*05 miles; Florida, 125*84 miles; 
Georgia, 28877 miles ; Louisiana, 180*17 miles ; Michigan, 140*58 miles ; Min- 
nesota, 110*43 miles; Ohio, 11106 miles; Pennsylvania, 168*18 miles; Texas, 
144-79 miles ; Wisconsiu, 115*25 miles, and Indian Territory, 181*66 miles. The 
increase \n mileage in th^ oth^r States f^nd Territories iq which f^n increase h^ 
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occurred is less than 100 miles. The aggregate length of railway mileage, in- 
cluding all tracks, on June 30, 1896, was 240,129*13 miles, the increase being 
8.284*86 miles. The length of second track was 10,68516 miles ; of third track, 
990*45 miles; of fourth track, 764 15 miles. The mileage of yard track and 
sidings was 44,912*73 miles. 

CLASSIFICATION OF RAILWAYS. 

The number of railway corporations on June 80, 1896, embraced in the " Sta- 
tistics of Railways in the United States'' was 1,985. Of this number, 1,008 
maintained operating accounts, 782 being classed as independent operating 
roads, and 226 as subsidiary operating roads. Of the roads operated under lease 
or other agreement, 324 received a fixed money rental, and 192 a contingent 
money rental ; 262 roads were assigned for operation under forms of agreement 
not easily classifiable. 

The operated mileage affected b}' reorganization and other corporate changes 
during the year ending June 30, 1896, was 13,271*81 miles, of which 11,734*85 
miles pertained to reorganized roads. 

EQUIPMENT. 

The total number of locomotives in service on June 30, 1896, was 35,950, 
or 251 more than on the same date of the preceding year. Of this number 
9,943 were passenger locomotives, 20,351 were freight locomotives, 5,161 were 
switching locomotives, and 495 were unclassified. The number of cars of all 
classes in service was 1,297,649, indicating an increase of 27,088 cars during the 
year ending June 30, 1896. The number of cars assigned to the freight service 
increased 25,768, being 1,221,887. The statistician's office has no record of the 
number of cars owned by private companies and individuals that are used by 
railways in the transportation of freight. 

From summaries in the report indicating the density of equipment, and its 
efficiency in the transportation of passengers and freight, it appears that the rail- 
ways in the United States employ 20 locomotives and 713 cars per 100 miles of 
line. Referring to the country at large, it is shown that 51,471 passengers were 
carried, and 1,312,381 passenger- miles accomplished per passenger locomotive. 
It is also shown that 37,634 tons of freight were carried, and 4,684,210 ton-miles 
accomplished per freight locomotive. The number of passenger cars per 1,000,- 
000 passengers carried during the year ending June 30, 1896, was 64, and the 
number of freight cars per 1,000,000 tons of freight carried was 1,595. This 
average, however, does not include the freight cars owned by outside parties, 
for the use of which the railways paid nearly $12,000,000. The total of equip- 
ment, including in the term locomotives and cars, on June 80, 1-896, was 1,888,- 
599. Of this number, 448,854 were fitted with train brakes, and 545,588 with 
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automatic couplers. The increase in equipment during the year was 27,339, 
and while the increase in the number fitted with train brakes was 86,356 and the 
• increase in the number fitted with automatic couplers was 136,727, the compari- 
son shows that much remains to be done before the total equipment of railways 
will be furnished with the automatic appliances mentioned. 

On June 30, 1896, the number of passenger locomotives fitted with train 
brakes was 9,816, and the number of freight locomotives was 17,921. The 
number of passenger locomotives fitted with automatic couplers was 4,503, out 
of a total of 9,943, and the number of freight locomotives was 3,373, out of a 
total of 20,351. Tlie number of passenger cars fitted with train brakes on June 
30, 1896, was 32,413, and the number fitted with automatic couplers was 31,846, 
out of a total of 33,003. The number of cars in freight service fitted with ti*ain 
brakes was 379,058, and the number fitted with automatic couplers was 500,233, 
out of a total of 1,221,887. 

EMPLOYEES. 

The number of men employed by the railways of the United States on June 
30, 1896, shows an increase of 41,586, being 826,620, which, assigned on a mile- 
age bas^s, gives 454 men per 100 miles of line. The corresponding figures for 
the year ending June 30, 1893, were 873,602 and 515. The assignment of em- 
ployees corresponding to the four main divisions of the classification of operating 
expenses were as follo\ys : General administration, 31,792 ; maintenance of way 
and structures, 243,627 ; maintenance of equipment, 167,850 ; conducting trans- 
portation, 373,747 ; unclassified, 9,609. 

A summary presented in the report gives a statement of the average daily 
compensation of eighteen classes of employees for the years 1892 to 1896, in- 
clusive. 

For the first time, a summary showing the amount of compensation paid to 
the several classes of railway employees is presented in this report. It includes 
the compensation of over 99 per cent, of the employees for 1895 and 1896. The 
aggregate amount of money paid in wages and salaries, as shown in the sum- 
mary for the year ending June 30, 1896, was |468,824,531, or 6065 per cent, of 
the total operating expenses of railways. The aggregate compensation for 
1895 was $445,508,261, or 61*38 per cent, of the total operating expenses. 

CAPITALIZATION AND VALUATION OF RAILWAY PROPERTY. 

The amount of railway capital on June 30, 1896, was |10,566,865,771, which, 
assigned on a mileage basis, shows a capital of $59,610 per mile of line. It 
should be noted, however, that these figures do cot include current liabilities, 
which, if included as a part of capital, as in former years, would increase the 
amount of outstanding capital about 1613,000,000, making the amount per mile 

12 
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of line 163,068. The amount of capital stock was $5,226,527,269, of which 
$4,256,570,577 was common stock and $969,956,692 preferred stock. The 
funded debt was $5,340,338,502, consisting of bonds, $4,517,872,063 ; miscel- * 
laneous obligations, $457,735,531 ; income bonds. $314,425,977, and equipment 
trust obligations, $50,304,931. The amount of stock paying no dividend was 
$3,667,503,194, or 70*17 per cent, of the total outstanding. The amount of 
funded debt, not including equipment trust obligations, which paid no interest, 
was $860,559,442. Of the stock paying dividends, 1*68 per cent, of the total 
stock outstanding paid from 3 to 4 per cent. ; 5 55 per cent, of this stock paid 
from 4 to 5 per cent., 6*82 per cent paid from 5 to 6 per cent., 3*91 per cent, paid 
from 6 to 7 per cent., and 4*37 per cent, paid from 7 to 8 per cent. The total 
amount of dividends was $87,603,371, which would be produced by an average 
of 5*62 per cent, on the amount of stock on which some dividend was declared. 
The amount of bonds paying no interest was $515,029,668, or 11*40 per cent ; of 
miscellaneous obligations $68,918,680, or 15.05 percent., and of income bonds, 
$276,611,094, or 87*96 per cent. 

PUBIilC SERVICE OP RAILWAYS. 

The number of passengers carried during the year ending June 30, 1896, was 
511,772,737, being an increase of 4,351,375 as compared with the year ending 
June 30, 1895. That year, however, showed a decrease of 33,266,837 as com- 
pared with 1894. The number of passengers carried one mile during the year 
was 13,049,007,233, showing an increase as compared with the previous year of 
860,560,962. The corresponding decrease of the year 1894 was 2,100,999,622. 
The number of passengers carried one mile per mile of line— that is, the figures 
indicating the density of passenger traffic during the year ending June 30, 1896 — 
was 71,705, an increase of 3,133 in this item being shown. The corresponding 
decrease as shown by the report of 1895 was 12,761. The number of tons of 
freight carried during the year under consideration was 765,891,385. This is 
the largest tonnage ever reported for railways in the United States. The in- 
crease during the year was 69,130,214 The number of tons of freight carried 
one mile was 95,328,360,278, there being an increase of 10,100,844,387. The 
density of freight traffic is shown by the number of tons of freight carried one 
mile per mile of line, which was 523,832. These figures, as compared with those 
of the preceding year, show an increase of 44,342 ton-miles per mile of line. 

EARNINGS AND EXPENSES. 

The gross earnings of the railways of the United States for the year ending 
June 30, 1896, were $1,150,169,376, having increased in comparison with the 
previous year $74,797,914. The sources of the income comprised in gross earn- 
ings from operation during the year were passenger revenue, $266,562,533 ; in- 
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crease, |14,316,353 ; Mail, $33,379,819 ; increase, $1,410,073 ; Express. $24,880,- 
883 ; increase, $595,875 ; Other earnings, passenger service, $5,691,279 ; increase, 
$576,498 ; Freight revenue, $786,615,837 ; increase, $56,622,375 ; Other earnings, 
freight service, $3,885,890 ; decrease, $254,960 ; unclassified, $579,898. The 
expenses of operation for the year covered by the report were $772,989,044; 
being greater by $47,268,629 than the preceding year. The operating expenses 
were assigned as follows : Maintenance of way and structures, $160,344,950 ; 
increase, $16,868,606 ; Maintenance of equipment, $133,881,998 ; increase, 
$19,593,289; Conducting transportation, $442,217,582; increase, $11,068,619; 
General expenses, $86,088,285 ; increase, $176,268 ; unclassified, $961,229. A 
comparative summary, giving a detailed analysis of operating expenses for 
1896 and 1895, appears in the report. 

The income from operation, that is, the amount of gross earnings remaining 
after the deduction of operating expenses, was $377,180,832, which exceeds the 
corresponding item for 1895 by $27,529,285. The income from other sources, 
mainly from leases and investments, was $129,024,731, which, added to the in- 
come from operation, makes a total income of $506,205,063, The total deduc- 
tions from income were $416,573,137, so that the net income out of which divi- 
dends and surplus were declared was $89,631,926. This amount is $33,515,667 
larger than the corresponding one for the previous year. The dividends 
declared were $87,603,871, leaving a surplus of $1,534,169, after the satisfaction 
of adjustment claims amounting to $494,386. This small amount of surplus, 
however, shows an improvement, since the results of railway operations during 
the years 1895 and 1894 showed deficits of $29,845,241, and $45,851,294, re- 
spectively. 

An analysis of the total deductions from income, $416,573,137, shows that they 
were composed of the following items : Salaries and maintenance of organiza- 
tion, $545,468 ; Interest on funded debt, $249,624,177 ; Interest on interest- 
bearing current liabilities, $8,469,063; Rents paid for lease of road, $92,972,322; 
Taxes, $89,970,791 ; Permanent improvements, $5,162,240 ; Other deductions, 
$19,829,076. 

RAILWAY ACCIDENTS. 

The Statistics submitted show that the number of railway employees killed dur- 
ing the year ending June 30, 1896, was 1,861, and the number injured was 29,969. 
These figures indicate an increase of 50 in the number killed, and of 4,273 in the 
number injured, as compared with the preceding year. The number of pas- 
sengers killed was 181, and the number of passengers injured, 2,873, being an 
increase of 11 in the number killed, and of 498 in the number injured. The 
number of persons other than employees and passengers killed was 4,406, and 
the number injured 5,845. These figures include casualties to persons reported 
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as trespassers, of whom 3,811 were killed and 4,468 were injured. From sum- 
maries showing the ratio of casualties it is found that for every 444 men em- 
ployed on railways 1 was killed, and for every 28 men employed 1 was injured. 
A similar comparison as to trainmen shows that 1 trainman was killed for each 
152 trainmen employed, and that 1 trainman was injured for each 10 trainmen 
employed. The number of passengers carried for 1 passenger killed was 2,827,- 
474, and the number of passengers carried for 1 passenger injured was 178,132. 
As showing in another way the immunity of passengers from accidents, the 
report gives ratios based upon the number of miles traveled, from which it 
appears that 72,093,963 passenger-miles were accomplished for every passenger 
killed, and 4,541,945 passenger- miles for every passenger injured. 

CONCLUSION. 

In the conclusion of his report the Statistician repeats the recommendations 
contained in previous reports, to the effect that reports should be secured from 
express companies engaged in interstate traffic ; that reports should be secured 
from corporations and companies owning rolling stock which is used in inter- 
state traffic, and special reports from corporations and companies owning depot 
property, elevators, and the like ; and that reports should be secured from car- 
riers by water, so far as their business is interstate traffic. 

The report closes with extracts from recommendations adopted at the National 
Convention of Railroad Commissioners, held at St Louis, in May last, in support 
of the proposition to establish a Bureau of Statistics and Accounts in connection 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission, an argument in favor of which was 
quoted in the Statistician's report for 1895 from the Ninth Annual Report of 
the Commission, Among the points which in the view of the National Conven- 
tion should be embodied in a law were the following : 

" First, it should provide for the appointment of railroad examiners by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, and so define the duties of said examiners as 
to insure the keeping of the books of corporations subject to the Act to regulate 
commerce according to the principles and rules laid down by the Commission. 

** Second, it should prescribe that annual and monthly reports should be filed 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission, which reports should be passed 
upon by the examiners, and in case of discoverj'^ of abuses, such use should be 
made of the reports as may lead to appropriate legal remedies. 

"Third, it should provide for the establishment of a Bureau of Statistics and 
Accounts, under the direction of and in connection with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission ; and give to the Commission the right to promulgate 
through this Bureau rules and regulations according to which accounts should 
be kept by the corporations subject to the Act, to the end that the last clause of 
the 20th section of the Act to regulate commerce may be made effective. 



THE RAILWAY PEOBLEM. 



BY HON. LLOYD BRYCB. 



(Reprinted by special permission, from the March number of the "North American Review.'* 

Copyright, 1897, by the N. A. R. Publishing Co.) ' 

In view of the fresh attack against trusts in the State of New York and the 
indication of repressive legislation against them, a study of the railroads be- 
comes especially valuable just now. They offer the most complete object lesson 
in connection with legislation we possess, and a calm, unimpassioned review 
of their past and present condition may serve, if not to check, at least to direct 
governmental interference along such lines of reform as are least hazardous 
to all concerned. Being in no wise an authority on the subject, I desire to state 
that I have availed myself of the co-operation and the assistance of the best ex- 
perts and statisticians in the presentation of this statement. 

Liberal facilities, rapid, safe, and reasonable transportation, with equality in 
rates for all, are great demands of the times. In answer to these demands the 
Interstate Commerce law was passed about ten years ago. It is generally con- 
ceded that we have secured cheap transportation — the cheapest in the world. • 
Only a few days ago Edward Atkinson demonstrated that the improvement in 
our railway service enables the people to move food, fuel, fibres, and fabrics 
at one-third the former charge : that a charge of $81*41 per head for this pur- 
pose-had been reduced to |10*47, thereby effecting a saving to the entire nation 
of a fraction under fifteen hundred million dollars in a single year. In some 
quarters the charge has been made that railway rates have not been reduced to 
keep pace with falling prices, especially of agricultural products. This illusion 
is dispelled by official figures, which show that between 1873 and the present 
time the general ton-mile rate for the United States has fallen nearly sixty per , 
cent. ; that the lake and rail rate on wheat from Chicago lo New York has fallen 
at least 75 per cent., and the all-rail rate not far short of 65 per cent. On corn 
the fall has been 62^ per cent., and on provisions fully 50 per cent. 

Here we have good evidence of reduction of freight rates for the people of the 
country generally, and the agiicultural interests in particular. In the following 
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tables is given the average charge for carrying on^ ton of freight one mile on 
thirteen of the important railways of the United States. 



Charge per 
ton per 
Year. ' mile. 

V Cents. 

1865 308 

1870 1-81 

1875 1 36 

1880 1-01 

1885 : 83 



Charge per 
ton per 
Year. mile. 

Cents. 

1890 0-77 

1893 0-76 

1894 0-74 

1895 0-72 

1896 Less than 

in 1895. 



The above railways performed about one-third of the entire freight transpor- 
tation, and we find that seven and one -fifth mills, or probably at the present 
moment, seven mills, will pay for as much transportation over their lines as 
could have been obtained thirty years ago for over three cents. Nor do these 
averages give an adequate idea of railway progress in cheap transportation. 
Much of the freight on our great trunk lines is carried at half a cent per ton 
per mile, which means the transportation of one ton of freight two hundred 
miles for one dollar. Indeed, the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1895 reported that 
it carried 8,173,218,403 tons of freight one mile, at the rate of five and six -tenths 
mills per ton per mile. Is it surprising that it is generally conceded by those 
conversant with the subject that ** nothing like it in the history and development 
of the human race has been known ?" 

A glance at the passenger barometer likewise shows a decline, though the 
constant demands of the American public for better and more expensive accom- 
modation and higher speed makes the decrease less marked. The average pas- 
senger rate has fallen from over three cents per mile in 1870 to less than two cents 
in 1894 ; in round figures, say a reduction of one-third. Relatively speaking, our 
passenger rates are lower when compared with those of foreign countries — much 
lower when density of population and the character of accommodation are con- 
sidered. In England, for example, the third class, or Parliamentary trains, 
carry passengers for a penny a mile— that is, an English, penny, or two cents 
American money. The cost of first-class travelling in England, with a popula- 
tion of 541 to the square mile, will average double this, while ninety-nine per 
cent, of the people in the United States, population to the square mile only 
21*31, travel first-class at an average cost, including the unsettled areas of the 
country, where population is less than three to the square mile, for two cents per 
mile. 
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Unless the decline in receipts is stopped, wages must be reduced, facilities 
must be curtailed and forces of employes lessened. Taking an army of two 
hundred and fifty thousand men out of active employment in one occupation is 
a pretty serious business. That means an annual loss in wages alone of not less 
than $187,500,000. Here we have the direct loss. The indirect loss comes from 
the irreparable injury to the properties by reason of not keeping them up, ulti- 
mately entailing additional losses. The reduction of rates between 1890 and 
1895 represents a loss of revenue of over $100,000,000 — $15,500,000 in passenger 
traffic and $87,000,000 in freight traffic. This presents the thought, can the peo- 
ple afford to force an industry in which nearly one-fifth or twenty per cent, of 
the total wealth of the country is invested to a point where so much of the 
original investment pays nothing in dividend and interest. The loss of dividends 
and interest on bonds brings hardship to hundreds of thousands of people of 
limited means who have invested in these securities. This is no less severe than 
the loss of work and wages to the laborer. The latest report shows that 70 per 
cent., or over two-thirds (an aiggregate of nearly $6,500,000,000) of all the out- 
standing stock of these corporations paid nothing in 1895. The same is true of 
17 per cent, of the bonds. A careful study of these railway budgets would 
bring out the appalling fact that probably half of these investments are non- 
productive — certainly five thousand millions of them. 

It is important both to the commercial and investing world and to the people 
of the country, that these investments should earn a reasonable income from the 
actual investment. I use the term actual because the companies seek no divi- 
dends for watered stock. They are content to earn a reasonable profit on what 
it cost to build the roads originally, with profit and interest on subsequent bet- 
terments and improvements. It must be borne in mind, as to water in rail- 
way capitalization, that while it may have been true originally in special cases, 
it is not true of the railways generally, because the original cash cost gf the rail- 
ways does not by any means represent the final cash cost in their present condi- 
tion. To prove this, it is only necessary to take the construction accounts which 
have been paid in cash for years past on the various railroads, and add this to 
the original cost. Another standpoint from which to look at this is that the 
great majority of the railroads in the United States have been sold under fore- 
closure, and have had issued upon them at each foreclosure less and less interest- 
bearing securities, for no other reason than that the properties had been tinable 
to earn the interest on the former indebtedness. Nearly all of the preferred 
stocks, and a very large proportion of the common stocks, of the railroads of the 
country to-day, have been issued in the place of securities which theretofore were 
interest bearing and represented cash, and the new stocks have been accepted by 
the present holders solely on the ground that the old fixed charges could not be 
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earned and paid, and that the stocks merely represented ownership which should 
receive returns only in case they could be earned.* 

While the mileage of our railways has been multiplied by 300 per cent, since 
1872, the dividend on the investment has increased only 82 per cent. As a re- 
sult, the investing public, both at home and abroad, will not take tliese securi- 
ties. If our railways could secure stable and reasonable rates, and railway wars 
be stopped, the favorite investment for European capitalists would be American 
railway securities. Such a result, as has been well said, would start a flow of 
money to the United States, and give a new impetus to every kind of trade. 

And now a word on the cost of transportation. A careful computation by lead- 
ing experts shows that in thirteen years there has been a decline of 27 per cent, 
in the price of transportation. That is, railways, as a whole, are now receiving 
less than three-quarters of what they received thirteen years ago, while yearly 
the demand for additional facilities has increased. Has there been a similar de- 
cline on the raw material out of which transportation is manufactured ? Not at 
all. In the first place, sixty per cent., or $60 of every $100 paid out, is paid 
direct for labor. 

The cost of labor is the same now as then. In fact, the price of labor, unlike 
the railways themselves, is no longer a market price, established by competition, 
in which one man competes with another until low wages face them both. The 
competitive conditions, therefore, are ameliorated by organization, by agreements 
between themselves that below a certain wage they will not offer their services. 
If anything, the price, then, of 60 per cent, of the raw material used in the 
manufacture of transportation has advanced. Of what does the 40 per cent, 
consist ? Of materials such as fuel, steel rails, ties, car wheels, bolts, spikes, and 
lumber. Into all these products labor largely enters, and comprises the indirect 
labor of railways. Some articles are cheaper, but taken as a whole the cost of 
running these roads has not been reduced, except in cases where men have been 
absolutely laid off, who should have been employed in order to keep the proper- 
ties in good condition. 

The history of our country shows that unremunerative railway rates destroy 
prosperity and threaten public welfare. It is a mistake to suppose that this de- 
moralization falls only upon the capitalist. It affects every one, including even 
those who clamor loudest against the railways. The ills arising from unremun- 
erative railway rates injure, first of all, the workman, as he is thrown out of em- 
ployment or his wages reduced. It injures, in fact, over one million railway 



* The reports of the Interstate Commerce Commission showing the millions in stocks and 
bonds which have been cancelled, written off to profit and loss, will astonish those who talk 
about '' watered stock," if they will only take the trouble to look into the subject before 
making assertions. 
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employ 6 s, or persons directly employed by cTur vast system of transportation 
and affects the comfort and happiness of 4,000,000 human beings. Then come 
the hundreds of thousands who have invested in railway securities, from whom, 
in many cases, it takes away the income on which they live. This reduces 
general consumption. Again, it reduces the ability of large holders of these 
stocks and bonds to engage in new enterprises, because it wipes out their value 
and destroys so touch live capital — or rather, destroys securities upon which 
capital could be borrowed. The co-related or allied industries follow. Further 
reduction of rates cannot be made without reducing the wages of labor. When 
railways are prosperous and remunerative, millions are expended in new equip- 
ments, improvements of plant, and betterments all along the road. And lastly, 
it may be said, all trade and industry, wherever railways penetrate, are in- 
juriously affected, and it is this last wave of the enlarging circle of distress that 
is most severely felt. 

In a problem so vast as this, and covering such a wide range of interest, the 
general welfare of the country must be considered and not the advantage of the 
few. Those who wap^ the whole railway question to revolve around their State, 
their city, their farm, their store, their mine, or their manufactory, must ulti- 
mately come to grief. Unhappily, too much State legislation has been guided 
by this spirit. The individual gain by competition which puts down prices to un- 
remunerative points must be paid for by the people. Hence, while we have 
cheap transportation, we have no equality in rates, because business is demoral- 
ized and property confiscated. In the breaking down of business honesty and 
lawful trade the country suffers. One of the most judicial administrators of 
the Interstate Commerce law has shown us that it is a superficial view of the 
subject which holds that the public interest always requires the lowest rates, 
or which believes that reductions in rates are even presumptively for the public 
welfare. What the public really needs is the persistent maintenance of efficient, 
safe and reasonable transportation service, with rates properly adjusted, as 
between competitive points of production and consumption, always free from 
individual discrimination, and steadily permanent from year to year. 

How to reach this ideal condition is a question that is perplexing statesmen 
and causing anxiety in railway circles. The railways themselves put their case 
or perhaps I should say their grievances, briefly as follows: 

(1.) Increased and unfair taxation. 

(2.) A demand for physical improvements that cost enormously and give no 
return for the capital invested. 

(3.) Legal restrictions that, if lived up to by all, would result in ruin to some 
and undue advantage to others ; consequently, the laws are not enforced and the 
railroads are placed in the position of being law breakers. 

13 
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(4.) An over supply of railroads, which entails .excessive competition and 
renders possible (if, indeed, not necessary) a compliance with the demand that 
railroads become '* geographical equalizers," and which, when taken in connec- 
tion with the present development of civilization, seems to force large aggrega- 
tions of capital, permitting such aggregations, through competition, to demand 
and secure unfair discrimination in their behalf. 

A glance at the individual accounts of railroads brings to light remarkable 
freaks of direct taxation, in certain roads reaching 20 per cent., or one-fiffh of 
the net earnings. For some reason the Interstate Commerce Commission makes 
no mention, by itself, of railway taxation, a serious omission in wiiat are other- 
wise complete and satisfactory reports. This omission makes an over-statement 
of about 140,000,000 annually in the net earnings of railways, and is, therefore, 
misleading. In a recent memorial of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Kail- 
way Company to the Legislature of the State of Kansas, it was shown that out 
of every dollar the Santa Fe earned in Kansas, it paid back at once about 70 
cents for labor and supplies, and about eight cents more for taxes. In .1895, the 
net earnings in Kansas were about $1,800,000, out of which about $800,000 was 
paid for Kansas taxes. Surely the representatives of the Santa Fe were justi- 
fied in asking what other industry or business in the State was taxed 44 per 
cent, of its income. A similar memorial, addressed to the Missouri Legislature 
last month by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, brought out the fact 
that out of an annual business of $30,000,000, $21,000,000 was used nght in the 
State in expenses. These are but typical cases ; many others could be given 
showing the innumerable burdens placed upon these properties by State Legisla- 
tors. 

The present difficulty seems to lie in the fact that State Legislatures are. not only 
inclined to pass laws still further reducing the rates of transportation, but there 
is a strong tendency to increase not only the direct but the indirect taxation of 
railways. Coming, as it does, at a time when, as I have shown, a condition of 
affairs exists almost beyond control of the railways, involving reduction of rates 
and of earning capacity, it is even more serious than it would be during more 
prosperous times. By ** indirect taxation " I mean doing away with grade cross- 
ings, the requirement of improved terminal facilities, additional watchmen, and 
other demands for the benefit and safety of the public — demands just and right 
in themselves, and easily attainable with a remunerative rate of transportation, 
but which become burdensome under extremely low and unprofitable rates. 

Among the remedies proposed are joint ownership, more rigid economy, con- 
solidation of management. State ownership, the legalization of freedom of con- 
tract between railways, including right to divide business and lessening expenses 
at competitive points. There is undoubtedly a tendency of late years to joint 
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ownership and consolids^tion of interests, and, as a rule, these changes have 
not been detrimental to the shippers, the public, and the railways. It has been 
truly urged that no combination of carriers, whether formed in evasion of exist- 
ing law, organized under legal pooling, t^an be more powerful or alarming than 
actual consolidation. And yet the experience has accomplished an acknowledged 
fact that consolidation has not resulted in any increase of charges ; but, on the 
contrary, has been attended by considerable reductions in rates and improved 
facilities, and the better accommodation of the public. 

That all the great railways are practising economy, and equipping, as far as 
income will justify, for the keener competition, must be admitted by those who 
have even studied the question superficially* 

The question of State ownership, as yet, is hardly discussed in the United 
States. Those who oppose it take the ground that Government ownership will 
not reduce rates, but that it will deaden invention and initiative. The rail- 
way systems of this country and England are undeniably better examples of 
what private enterprise can do than those who favor State ownership can poino 
to as illustrating Government control. In efficiency the advocates of private 
enterprises have the best of the argument. In the United States the railways 
run a train thirteen miles annually for every man, woman and child. In Eng- 
land the figure is eight, in Germany, four and one-half, in Belgium, three and 
one-half. In Australia, where public control and ownership is absolute, where 
the roads are operated by the same race as our own, thfsy have not yet run trains 
at a speed equal to eight hours' time between New York and Boston. This 
affords, it seems to me, a reliable indication of the probable efficiency of State- 
owned railways. This plan offers but few attractions and many obstacles. 
To adopt it means to throw away more that is good than could possibly be 
gained. 

The national legislation inaugurated ten years ago is admittedly in the right 
direction, and in its extension and perfection may be found the best way out of 
the difficulty. The ship may be leaking, but that is no reason why we should 
scuttle her in mid-ocean, or turn back when there is a fair chance to reach the 
port we started for. The railway companies of the country recognize the use- 
fulness of the Interstate Commerce Commission, and have aided the Commis^ 
sioners in the enforcement of the law. If it had not been for the fatal experi- 
ment known as the "anti pooling" section of the law of 1887, the work of the 
Conmiission would have been far more effectual, the railway problem much 
nearer solution than it is to-day, and equality of rates between large and small 
shippers much nearer accomplishment. The Interstate Commerce law, in assert- 
ing and insisting that rates shall be reasonable, that there shall be no unjust dis- 
crimination, moved along the line of sound principles. In all these provisions 
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the Commission has had the support of the railway Interests, or it would not 
have achieved its present success. To this extent, in matters relating to the 
publicity of rates, of the returns for statistical purposes, and other provisions, 
the work of the Commission has been successful. The section of the Interstate 
Commerce bill which destroyed the freedom of contract with the common car- 
rier, was based on no principle, imbedded in no common law. and antagonized 
the best experience. That section was an experiment, an experiment of which 
its author, Judge Reagan, now says : 

''Further study has caused me to believe that the section may be amended so 
as to benefit both the railroads and the people, by allowing the railroads to enter 
into traffic arrangements with one another." 

The State Commisssioners of Railways, at a convention in Washington, in 
1894, adopted a resolution of similar import : * 

" Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention that competing common car- 
riers may safely be permitted to make lawful contracts with each other for the 
apportionment of competitive traffic or the earnings therefrom ; provided, that 
conditions and restrictions be imposed which protect the public from excessive 
and unreasonable charges." 

It has been fully established that under the present act unjust discrimination 
on the part of common carriers is more flagrant and more hurtful, because more 
secret and insidious, than formerly, and results more detrimentally alike to peo- 
ple, to shippers and to the railroads. If all the railroad companies charged ac- 
cording to their published rates there would be no trouble, but the tell-tale earn- 
ings and increasing cost of commissions and enormous amounts paid for soliciting 
business tell the story so plainly that even Judge Reagan thinks his favorite 
section five (which helped to do the mischief) may be amended. The proposed 
law would remedy much of this. The railways would be benefited in a large 
class of expenses, which they are now obliged to maintain through being unable 
to unify and concentrate their business. Not only will the railways be satisfied 
with this, but the shippers, who seek no individual advantage. At the annual 
meeting of the National Board of Trade, held in Washington, January, 1897, an 
important report of the Committee on Railroad Transportation was adopted, 
looking to a remedy through the medium of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
. sion. Among other things this report says : • 

"That the great majority of railroad managers and of shippers on railroads 
are sincerely desirous of remedying these unjust discriminations, there can be 
no doubt ; and, with the co operation of this majority with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, it would seem that they might be gradually eliminated, but, as 
a condition necessary thereto, railroads must be given the power to enforce their 
agreements upon each other , which they are now prohibited from doing by the , 
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prohibition of pooling in the Interstate Commerce Law. This law should be so 
amended that pooling, under the authority and supervision of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, should be allowed." 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has accomplished a good work, and it 
would seem to be wise to continue in the same direction. And the idea is 
emphasized, by reason of the fact that the railways, the representatives of the 
shippers, the officials of States having charge of railway matters, and the Com- 
omission itself are substantially in accord on this point. There may be difference 
of detail, but the bill to amend the Interstate Commerce Law now before Con- 
gress meets with the approval of nearly all conflicting interests. This proposed 
measure is practically the Patterson bill, which passed Congress by a large 
majority and was approved by the Committee in the Senate, two years ago. It 
was subsequently reported by the Interstate Commerce Committee of the Senate, 
but never reached a vote, on account of pressure of other business and a short 
sessson. The bill is in the interest of the public, the shipper, the railway 
employe, and the railway. It will also strengthen in many ways and make 
more effectual the work of the Interstate Commission. The public and the 
shippers will have a uniform, just rate, which will not discriminate against the 
smaller shippers, and which cannot in any way become extortionate or unjust 
under the protection afforded by the bill. The railways, should this bill become 
a law, will thereunder obtain merely the lawful schedule rate, something they 
have not been able to maintain under the present law, because that rate is con- 
stantly fluctuating and generally in the interest of large shippers alone. 

Few realize that one mill, or one -tenth of one cent per ton per mile additional 
upon the tonnage of 1895, would have yielded over $80,000,000 additional in- 
come. Thus the infinitesimal fraction of a dollar, the mill, is all that stands 
between the prosperity and insolvency of railways. That extra mill would give 
employment to 200,000 day laborers for twelve months, as they are badly needed 
on the tracks and road-beds, in the yards and shops of our great railways. It 
would have given food and raiment to 800,000 human beings in all parts of the 
country during the year. The saving of that mill merely added to the millions 
of some of the great individual shippers. The farmer received no benefit from 
it, for his product must go through the temple bar of a shipper with " a rate.% 
The small shipper gained nothing, for he paid the "schedule rate." It is im- 
portant for the public to realize that it would have been far better to have 
entrusted this mill to the railways, not for safe keeping, but because they are 
the great distributors, not only of freight and passengers, but of money. 
Whether it be one mill or two, the railways must earn enough to enable them to 
keep pace with the- times in furnishing all facilities to the public and carry on 
needed improvements upon the property. 
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As to what are jiut and reasonable rates on all competitive business, tbat 

would, under the proposed law, be subject to review by the Interstate Commerce 

Commission and by the courts. This would seem to be just and reasonable, and 

a law which permits of an agreement for the purpose of maintaining fair and 

reasonable prices, and of paying a living wage cannot be contrary to public 

policy. In fact, the measure should be so framed as to protect the public and 

the shipper against high rates and enable the railway companies to get the 

s<ihedule rate to all. Our railways are entitled to a net earning that will put 

them on a solvent basis, open up the workshops and give employment to a larger 

number of men. In short, the railways want, as a popular President of a great 

system remarked the other day, ** common justice and that of the conmionest 

sort." 

LLOYD BRYCE. 
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ANNtJAL RbTURNS OF STBAM RAILROADS : 

PAOB. 

Boston & Providence 17 

Fall River, Warren & Providence . . . * . . 22 

Moshassuck Valley 51 

Narragansett Pier 39 

New England 22 

Newport & Wickford R. R. & Steamboat Co 43 

New York, Providence & Boston 3 

New York, New Haven & Hartford 4 

Old Colony \ 14 

Pawtuxet Valley 12 

Providence & Springfield \ 31 

Providence, Warren and Bristol 19 

Providence and Worcester 9 

Rhode Island & Massachusetts 27 

Wood River Branch ; 47 

Woonsocket & Pascoag 35 

Anitual Rbtubns of Strbbt Railroads:. 

Interstate Consolidated 74 

Newport 68 

Pawcatuck Valley 77 

Pawtucket 62 

Pawtuxet Valley 80 

Providence Cable Tramway 71 

Union 59 

Woonsocket 65 

Thb Railway Problbm , . 93 
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Statistics of Railways of the United States, Abstract of 86 

TABLES. 
Steam Railroads : 

1. Showing capital, fuDded and floating debt, receipts, expenditures 

and net earnings 5«5 

2. Showing date of organization, miles of track, number of locomo- 

tives, freight and passenger cars, and receipts 56 

3. Showing number of passengers and tons of merchandise carried 

in 1896 and 1897, with increase or decrease from 1896 57 

Street Railroads : 

4. Showing capital, funded and floating debt, receipts, expenditures 

and net earnings 83 

5. Showing receipts, expenses and net earnings, in comparison with 

preceding year 84 

6. Showing date of organization, miles of track, number of horses and 

cars, and passenjgers carried, in comparison with preceding year. 85 
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